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RULE AND A RIDDLE, &c. 
AND IF BY GRACE, THEN is IT 0 MORE OF WORKS, 
| ROM. xi. 6. 
al | 
TO MRS. R. J. AT BAND. 
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1 Rckivrp my ſiſter's kind epiſtle; and 
have confidered her numberleſs complaints, and the 


numbered, ſays Solomon, Eccleſ. i. 15. Every 


epiſtle comes with heavy tidings; and no wonder 


for thou art compaſſing about the old mount, and 
haſt got the veil on again; and thou wilt hold it faſt 
enough, unleſs ſome evangelical watchman, or keeper 


of the walls, be ſent to ſmite thee, wound thee, and take 


away thy veil from thee, Song, v. 7. Thy poor 
huſband muſt have need of patience, now, to bear 


difficulty of her way. That which is crooked cannot 
be made ftraight, and that which is wanting cannot be, 
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with thee, for thy temper will try him to purpofe. 
There is no living at peace where Hagar keeps houſe. 
Let the bond woman once get between thee and the 
Everlaſting Father, and ſhe will ſoon make you feel 
the difference between the yoke of a bond miſtreſs 
and the freedom of a married wife. Hagar will ſoon 
bear rule, entangle thee in the yoke of ſervitude, 
and provoke thee to jealouſy, till thy fleſh is ready 
to crawl upon thy bones; and thou wilt become a 
burden to thyſelf,” and to all about thee; and then 
tis well if thou doſt not ſay, My wrong be upon thee. 
Tis thy own fooliſhneſs that perverteth thy way, 
and thy heart fretteth againſt the Lord, Prov. xix. 3. 
Truth hath told thee that Hagar is Mount Sinai in the 
figure, and genders to bondage; but if the Lamb's 
wife ſets no more ſtore by her dignity and honour 
than to commit the management of her affairs to a 
bond ſervant, tis a pity but ſhe ſhould bear the yoke 
till ſhe knows the worth of her liberty, honour, and 
privileges. Hagar was appointed to ſerve, not to 
bear rule. There are three things that diſquiet the 
earth, yea four that it cannot bear; and the firſt is, 
for a ſervant when he reigneth. Thou art not to ſerve. 
in the oldneſs of the letter; therefore caſt out the 
bond woman and her ſon, for the bond woman myſt 
not govern the Lamb's wife, nor ſhall the bond 
child be heir with the children of promiſe, This 
thing will- not be grievous to the Father of the 
faithful concerning the bond woman and her. ſon; 
for 
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for he has told thee that the ſervant abideth not in the 
houſe for ever, but the ſon abideth ever—and thoſe 
ſons are free ſons, who are delivered from the yoke 
of bondage, and ſtand faſt in their liberty and the 
free woman is one who cleaves to her royal Huſbang 
manages her houſe with diſcretion, and n 
ſervants in their place. 

Thou hadſt not got this yoke on thy neck, nor this 
grave-cloth wrapped about thy head, when thou ſateſt 
under what is now called Antinomianiſm: thy ſoul 
ſeemed then to be healthy, thy converſation ſavoury, 
and thy countenance comely; thy heart was like 
the chariots of Ammi-nadib, and thou didſt run the 
race ſet before thee with delight. But where art thou 
got now? They have drove thee with the Law till 

thou art both blind and bound. They zealoufly affect 
thee, but not well; they that lead thee cauſe thee to 
err, and deſtroy the way of thy paths; thou art not 
now in Wiſdom's pleaſant ways, nor in the paths of 
peace. 

Remember from whence thou art fallen thou art 
fallen from thy firſt love, from heart - felt union and 
fellowſhip with Chriſt, from joy and peace in be- 
lieving, and from the happy enjoyment of God's 
free Spirit. Thou didſt then enjoy the liberty of 


the Goſpel; now thou feeleſt the bondage of the 


Law. The Lord did attend the word with a mar- 
vellous power, and miniſtered the Spirit among you 
by the preaching of faith: does he the ſame now 


by 
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by the works of the law? 7 trow not. Thou haſt 
felt the Saviour's yoke to be eaſy, and his burden 
light; and thou never waſt more holy nor happy 
within, nor more circumſpe& without, than thou 
waſt then. I would have thee try and ſee what the 
can do for thee: ſtick to it, and try what love, 
life, peace, and holineſs, can be fetched from thence; 
and, when thou haſt perfected the work of ſanctifica- 
tion by that rule, then be ſo kind as to ſend me an 
exact account of it; explain the operations of it, 
your ſenſations under it, and a true account of the 
ſuperabounding practical holineſs, that your family, 
ſellow- members, and neighbours, ſee in you, 
Not one holy motion, not one divine and pleaſing 
ſenſation, not a ſingle flame of pure love to God or 
man, wilt thou ever fetch from that covenant. The 
law worketh wrath; and the carnal mind is enmity 
againſt the lawgiver, nor can it be ſubje& to the 
law. Thoſe that are under 1t may cleave to one 
another, but the union is only the bond of natural 
affections; and ſome are held together by corrupt 
affections, and. ſome given up to vile affections. 


But pure love flows freely from a recanciled God in 


Chriſt Jeſus; and is ſhed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghoſt, who is the Spirit of love, and of a ſound 
mind. e 

“Thou canſt not diſcern one from the other:“ no; 
for Paul ſays, the preacher knows not what he ſays, 


« nor whereof he affirms;” and, if fo, the flock, and 
thyſelf 
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thyſelf among them, muſt be toſſed to and fro with a 
tempeſt ; affliftted, and not comforted; nor will be, 


until God appears to lay their ſtones with fair colours: 


and, as ſoon as the Elect Foundation, Chief Corner 
Stone, Stone of Help, and the Living Stone, appears 


with divine luſtre, thou wilt quit the ſtorm, and be 


glad to embrace the ſhadow of that Rock in this weary 


land. If thou aim at holineſs by the law, remember 


thou muſt be perfect in the fleſh as well as ſpirit. 
The law is perfect; it will allow of no infirmities, 
no evil thoughts, no adulterous looks,. no anger 
nor evil tempers, no fire to be kindled on the Sab- 
bath day; not ſpeaking thy own words, nor thinking 
thy own thoughts, on that day; thy neighbour muſt 
be loved as thyſelf; half thy goods muſt be given 
to the poor; one coat of the two muſt go to them. 
that have none; and then there 1s no getting to 
heaven but by taking up the croſs, and following Feſus. 
No man ſhall ever ſtand the teſt of that law without 
a pure love to God, divine life in Chriſt, holineſs 
by the Spirit, and an everlaſting righteouſneſs from 


the God of his ſalvation. When you come to Lon- 


don, we will compare notes together, and ſee which 
has gained moſt by trading: until which time, pur- 

ſue your preſent path, and I will purſue mine. 
Make the law your only rule of life, read it, keep 
your eyes upon it, and live by it; and I will pray 
that I may be kept dead to the law, and live unto 
God; that I may be crucified with Chriſt, and yet live ; 
yer 
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yet not J, but that Chriſt may live in me. If you 


make the law your rule of life, you are alive to the 
law, and walk in the law. And if Chriſt lives in me, 
I ſhall be kept alive unto God, and walk in newneſs 


Go you on with the commandments, and I will 


6 go on with the promiſes. Make the law your * rule 
«© of walk,“ and I will pray God to perform his pro- 


miſe in me; for God hath faid, [zvill devell in them, 


and walk in them, 2 Cor. vi. 16. Thus you go on 
by the law, and I go on by the goſpel. Do you per- 


form your duty, and I will plead my privileges. 
Act thou as an induſtrious ſervant; and, by God's 
grace, I will act as an affectionate ſon. Be thou 
obedient to the law, and IT will pray for grace for 
obedience to the faith. Live thou in the fear of 
thy maſter, and I will endeavour to honour wy 
heavenly Father. 

e Make the law thy only rule of action,“ and act 
accordingly; and I will depend upon God to work 
in me both to will and to do of his own good pleaſure; 
yea, to fulfil all the good pleaſure of his will 1 in ws 
and the wor of faith with power. 2 

Make the law your only rule of converſation. 
« Speak of the commandments when thou ſitteſt in 
« thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way, 
e when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. 
« And thou ſhalt write them upon the door-poſts of 
* thine wool, and upon thy gates; that your days 
cc. may 
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e may be multiplied, and the days of your children; 
« that your days may be long in the land which the 
« Lord ſware to give thee, as the days of heaven 
« upon the earth.“ Deut. xi. 19, 20. And I will 
pray God to create the fruit of my lips; to give me a 
mouth and wiſdom that all my enemies ſhall not be 
able to gainſay or reſiſt ; and that it may not be me. 
that ſpeaks, But that the Spirit of my heavenly Father 
may ſpeak in me; and then my converſation will be 
with power, and my words ſeaſoned with ſalt, mi- 
niſtering grace. Thus runs the promiſe, and the 
excellence and the power is of God; and if God 
performs his promiſe to me, he will have all the 
glory; and if thou perform thy taſk, thou haſt where- 
of to glory, but not before God, whatever thou doſt 
before men. 

Let the miniſters of the letter bind all the grievous 
burdens upon your ſhoulders that you can poſſibly 
bear, and I will caſt my burdens on the Lord, who 
has promiſed to ſuſtain me. Be thou careful to ob- 
ſerve all the grievouſneſs which they preſeribe, and I 
will caſt all my care upon him that careth for me. 
Walk thou by fight, and I by faith; walk thou in 
the letter, and I in the Spirit. Look thou to the | 
- commandments, and I will look to Jeſus, 

They that ſay, This doctrine opens a door to all 
s licentiouſneſs, know not what they ſay. You ſaw 
nothing like that in me; and thoſe that are ſetting 


the law perpetually 8 eyes, and enforcing 


holineſs | | 
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holineſs from that, in order to blind your mind; and 
prejudice your ſoul againſt the truth and the preach- 
ers of it, give you no other proof of their ſuperior 
holineſs than what you hear from their mouth. 
There is no more power in their diſcourſes, no more 
ſavour in their converſation, no more knowledge of 
the word, no more experience of grace, no more. 
ſucceſs in their miniſtry, no more liberality, no more 
prevalency with God in prayer, no more circum- 
ſpection before men, nor conſcientiouſneſs towards 
God, than what appears in ſame that are called 
Antinomians; nor half ſo much. Men who have 
nothing to recommend them, either in heart or life, 
muſt do all by the ſound of a trumpet. He that 
laboured more abundantly than they all, (and much 
more to the purpoſe) ſaid, It is not I, but the grace 
of God that was with me. But we have got ſome in 
our days, who tell us they fetch all their comfort. 
from their holineſs, and their holineſs from the law: 
and I believe them; for. they ſeem to have no fel-. 
lowſhip with the God of comfort, nor experience of. 
the Holy Ghoſt. Cleave thou to the Saviour, and 
depend on his grace; and, when theſe fail, then try 
the law. The way to Sinai is broader than the way: 
to Zion; the path is the moſt beaten, and there are 
the greateſt number of travellers. It is eaſier to get 


law than goſpel ; and a throne of. judgment is More 
acceſſible than a throne of grace, We have legions, 
of unconverted preachers of morality, but miniſters 
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of the Spirit are few. Moſt men will proclaim 
their own goodneſs, but a faithful man who can find? 
Men who are unacquainted with the power of godli- 
neſs mult enforce the letter, for that is all their 
ſtock. With the letter, a great noiſe, and a fair 
ſhew in the fleſh, they deceive the ſimple. The 
myſtery of faith is a puzzling thing to an unexpe- 
rienced heart, and an unenlightened head : when 
they attempt this, they only betray their ignorance. 
The gentleman was right—Without holineſs no man 
fall ſee the Lord: and if he has no holineſs but 
what he gets from the law, he will never ſee the Lord 
with acceptance; for, except a man be born again 
of the Holy Ghoſt, he cannat ſee (much leſs enter 
into) the kingdom of God, The kingdom of God 
is in power: regeneration enlightens us into it, and 
gives us a ſenfible enjoyment of it; for it ſtands in 
righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; 
nothing of which comes to us from the law. If 
enforcing the law as the only rule of life, and ſetting 
it before thee as thy only ſtandard of holineſs, be 
accompanied with power; if it produces love to God 
and man; if it promotes true holineſs ; if it refreſhes 
the new man, and clothes the ſoul with humility 
and ſelf-loathing; if it endears Chriſt, and ſtrength- 
ens faith; if it produces ſpiritual life and peace; if 
it enlightens the eyes, enlarges the heart, weans from 
the world, purifies the ſoul, encourages diligence, 
and makes God, his ways and worſhip, the delight 
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12 4 RULE AND A RIDDLE, &c. 
of thy foul, thou mayeſt well bear with them, for 
theſe things come from God, and do accompany 


falvation. But I know there is nothing of all this 
artends ſuch preaching; and this letter of your's is 
a ſufficient proof of it. I have ſet before my ſiſter 
the law and the goſpel, commandments and pro- 
miſes, life and death, a bleſſing and a curſe. If 
thou cleave to the letter of the law, and make that 
thy rule of life, walk, actions, and converſation ; 
then thy obedierice will be the obedience of the 
law, not of faith; they will be thy fruits, not the 
fruits of the Spirit. By the law you work, by the 
goſpel God works in me. You produce fruit in 
obedience to the letter; in Chriſt is my fruit found. 
You work by the law; by the goſpe] God works all 
my works in me; By the law you muſt make a 
new heart, and a new ſpirit; by the goſpel God 
creates me anew in Chriſt Jeſus. By the law you 


muſt love God; by the goſpel God's love is ſhed 


abroad in my heart. By the law you muſt wafh you, 
and make you clean; by the goſpel God cleanfes me 
from all filthineſs both of - fleſh and ſpirit. Thus 
God works by the goſpel, and by the law you work: 


by the one ſelf is denied, and Chriſt is all in all; 
by the other, ſelf is exalted, and you are all in all. 


One of theſe agents muit give way: grace muſt be 
grace, and works no more works; or works muſt be 
all, and grace nothing at all. I do not fruſtrate the 


grace of God; for if righteouſneſs come by the law, 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt is dead in vain, And as righteouſneſs did 
not come by the law, neither did holineſs, life, 
nor ſanctification, come by the law. Chriſt is 
made of God unto us wiſdom, life, righteouſneſs, . 
ſanctification, and redemption; and he doth fanctif⸗ 
and cleanſe his church, and preſent it withi6ut fpor 
or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. If this opens 4 
«door to all licentiouſneſs,” thet it follows, that 
man's dead works are true holineſs; and all God's 
works, which are perfect, are licentiouſneſs. Mili 
not this be bitterneſs in the end? God tells me that 
I am become dead to the law, am delivered from the 
law, and that I am not under the law. And what 
is all this death and deliverance for? That we 
might live in fin? Nay, we are become dead to the 
law, that we may live unto God; ve are delivered 
from it, that we may ſerve God in newneſs of the 
Spirit; and we are brought from under it, that we 
might be under grace. But why living unto God, 
ſerving in the Spirit, and being under grace, ſhould 
be called a door to all licentiouſneſs, I know not: 
I muſt refer this to the heating of the great God, 
when the year of revenges comes on for the controverſy 
of Zion. But, if my ſiſter chuſes to live to the law, 
be under it as her only rule of life, walk, and action, 
not accepting deliverance, ſhe is welcome: let her 
bow: her ſhoulders to bear, and become a ſervant to tri- 


Zute; ſhe will find, ere long, that that lamp will go 
* and then ſhe will be calling for oil, She is 


poor 
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poor and needy now; but the legal veil ſometimes 
blinds the eyes to that degree, that a perſon may be 
poor. and wretched, miſerable, blind, and naked, and 
yet not know it. If thou waſt to adhere to the voice 
of Chriſt in the promiſes, and to the voice of the 
Spirir in thy conſcience, (if it be there) thou 
wouldſt find a living rule much preferable to a 
killing letter and a yoke of bondage. On the other 
hand, ſhe is at full liberty; I have no dominion 
over her faith. Let her take the portion of goods 
that fall to her, and gather all together, and trade 


away with her “rule of action; it will not be long 


before ſhe will find the law, with it's gendering 
yoke, will bring her into the wilderneſs; and, when 
in a far country, and a dry land, ſhe may remember 


her firſt huſband, turn beggar, and he glad to live 


by faith on the fatted Calf and Bread of Life. Until 
when, I ſhall leaye Mrs. Inftability to make the moſt 
of her two opinions: only add, ſhould ſhe ever 
fail in buſineſs; ſhould the citizen of that country 
turn ſwindler; ſhould ſhe waſte her preſent ſub- 
ſtance; ſhould the miniſters of the letter ſtarve her 
with huſks 3 when ſhe comes to herſelf, when her 
belly is in want, when ſhe 1s humbled to beg, and 
longs to come home, I ſhall not be offended at the 
muſick and dancing, but remain the willing ſervant. 
of Mrs. 2 when the father makes merry. 


W ESTFR Row, 


Dre. 295 * | WX. HunTinGToN, 


MRS. R. j. AT B——N—D. 


Ar the firſt ſight of my ſiſter's letter, 
theſe words darted into my mind, Bebold, yonder is 
that Shunamite ! Is it well with thee? is it well with 
thy huſband? is it well with the child? I mean, 
Is it well with conſcience? is it well between Chriſt 
and thee? is it well with the ew creature, which is 
created after the image of him that created him in 


righteouſneſs and true holineſs, which is ſo often called 
a licentious Antinomian? 


There is little in this letter that ſavours of union 
with the true and living Vine; or of joy and peace, 
the bleſſed effects of that union; but quite the re- 
verſe. The veil hangs heavy on thy mind, which 
has obſcured him that is fairer than the children of 

Thou doſt not with open face behold, as in 

a a0 the glory of the Lord, that changes us into 

the ſame i image, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit 

of the Lord. Moſes is turned accuſer; and that 1 is 

the way he ſerves all who put their truſt in him. 

No enlargement of heart doſt thou enjoy; no freſh, 
a 8 diſcoveries 
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diſcoveries of the beauty, ſuitableneſs, and invalu- 
able worth of the bleſſed Saviour. Bondage damps 
all joys, contracts the heart, produces ſervile fear, 
oppoſes love, and fills the ſoul with fruitleſs ſlavery, 
rebellion, murmuring, diſcontent, deadneſs in de- 
votion, leanneſs of ſoul, and enmity at thoſe who 
ſtand faſt in the Lord, and in the liberty wherewith 
he has made them free. I have, by the help of 
God, brought my religion into a narrow compals : 
that 1 is, by faith, by prayer, by. examination, by 
ſelf-denial, by confeſſion, by watchfulneſs, by 
reading, by meditation, and by diligence in theſe 
things, to keep up a comfortable communion and 
fellowſhip with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and in this 
way J am as happy, as holy, as free and lively in 


the pulpit, as uſeful in my miniſtry, as much fa- 


voured of God both in providence and grace; am 
as well attended in my miniſtry, and by as diſcern- 
ing, knowing, experimental, and upright a people, 
as any Eyangeliſt in London who is a ſtranger to 
this fort of Antinomianiſm. And my paor fiſter, 
after ſhe has galled her neck, ſpent her ſtrength, 
and waſted her ſubſtance, with her rule of life, 


walk, and ation, muſt come back again, and ſetch 
virtue from the ſame vine, if ever ſhe brings forth 


any fruit unto God. Withour Chriſt ſhe can do 
nothing. If che branch abide not in the vine, it is 
caſt forth, and withered. He that abides i in Chriſt 


brings forth much fruit; and God Purges ſuch, 
that 
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that they may bring forth more fruit. Blinding. 
folks with Moſes's veil is not ſowing ligbt for the 
righteous, and gladneſs for the upright in heart. 
Chriſt came. to proclaim liberty to captives, and to 
open the priſon-doors to them that were bound : 
he, therefore, that brings thee into bondage, does 
not preach the goſpel, but acts as Paul did with his 
commiſſion from the high- prieſt; endeayours to 
bring all bound to Jeruſalem. You ſuffer if a man 
ſmite you; and ſo you do if he bring you into bon- 
dage. I once went to hear an ancient divine, who 
was the firſt man that honoured me with the name 
of an Antinomian; and who has dealt enough in 
law terrors. to frighten the whole metropolis into 
holineſs, could the miniſtration: of death perform 
that work: but I ſaw nothing of any operation 
upon the people that appeared likely to produce fruit 
that would turn to their account. There were 
fourteen perſons, within twenty feet of me, in a 
ſound ſleep, and as unconcerned as Jonah was in 
his voyage to Joppa. There was nothing of the 
outgoings of God in the ſanctuary; nor did he ir 
up his ſtrengtb, and come among them. The labourer 
* ſpent his arrows, and his breath too, but to little 
purpoſe. Nor did his rage ſtay here; for, when he 
roſe to conclude in prayer, there was not one peti- 
tion nor tribute of praiſe uttered; the audience were 
addreſſed, not God; the people were accuſed; and 


no . rage appeared againſt the Almighty himſelf. 
104191 D They 
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They that are under the law never can be ſubject ts 
it; and thoſe that are deſtitute of the Spirit of love 
are at enmity in their minds againſt God. I thought 
the legal cords of the miniſtry and the name of the 
meeting had a very apparent agreement: it was 
Ropemaker's Alley, in more ſenſes than one. 
As thou art obliged to hear all ſorts of preachers, 
good and bad, take the following advice. When 
any of them begin to flog thee with the law, watch 
him narrowly, and hear him attentively ; and, if 
you find that he can deſcribe a faving knowledge of 
God, then depend upon it he will handle the law 
lawfully. The knowledge of God is firſt learnt in 
the law Every one that hath learned of the Father 
* cometh untome,” ſays Chriſt. Such know the terrors 
of God, and therefore perſuade men. They know 
him by his powerful voice“ They ſhall know in 
« that day that it is I that ſpeak : behold it is I.“ 
By the diſcovery of their ſins “ It is I that make a 
„ man know what are his thoughts.” By his ſup- 
porting hand My hand ſhall be known towards 
% my ſervants.” By his word “ He revealed himſelf 
to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord.” 
As reconciled in Chrift, he gives them an heart to 
know him—by pardoning them that he does reſerve, 
By a ſenſible enjoyment of his love He that lov- 
« eth is born of God, and knoweth God.” If a man 
knows the bondage of the law of works, and the 
preciouſneſs of the law of faith; if he knows the 
| _  terrors 


A RULE AND A RIDDLE, &c. 19 


terrors of God in the law, and the love of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus; he is the man to whom, and the man 
by whom, God ſpeaks—fHearken unto me, ye that 
know righteouſneſs; the people in whoſe heart is my 
law. Others may begin in the Spirit, and end in 
the fleſh: they may begin to build upon the Rock, 
and then make Chriſt a rock of offence ; deſtroy at 
one time, and then build again that which they de- 
ſtroyed. But it is not ſo with poor ſouls whoſe 
hearts are eſtabliſhed with grace: the latu of his God 
is in bis heart; none of his ſteps ſhall flide. 

God has written his law within him, and in his 
mind has he put it; and ſays he ſhall not depart 
from him. There is no handling the law lawfully 
without a knowledge of God in the law. When 
God ſpeaks to a man in the ſecret place of thunder, and 
proves him at the waters of ſtrife, Pſalm Ixxxi. 7. he 
will ever remember the form, and the inguiſition for 
blood; and if God reveals his Son in him, he will 
ever keep the law of works and the law of faith 
apart. It is for want of a knowledge of God that 
we have ſo much /in/ey woolſey doctrine, and ſo 


many poor ſouls kept in perpetual bondage, grop- 
ing like the blind for the wall. Of ſuch preachers 


God complains: The prieſts ſaid not, Where is the 
Lord? and they that bandle the law knew me not. 
The paſtors alſo tranſgreſſed againſt me, and the pro- 
_ phets prophefied by Baal, Jer. ii. 8. Such run, but 
" 1 have not fent them,” ſays God; © therefore they 
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e ſhall not profit this people at all.” I know many 
will ſay in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
<«« propheſied in thy name, and in thy name caſt out 
* devils, and done many wonderful works?” Yet 
caſting out devils is not converting ſouls to Chriſt. 
A devil in one man may command a devil in an- 
other; and the unclean ſpirit may go out, and Satan 
may get praiſe by counterfeiting the · power of Chriſt. 
There is not a little of this among the Arminians. 
The ſeven ſons of Sceva the Jew caſt out devils, 
though the Devil was at the ſame time in full poſ- 
ſeſſion of them, as we read in Acts, xix. 14. Real 
converſion is not only caſting the devil out of the 
heart, but it is attended with forming Chriſt in his 
place; which is done by the power of the Spirit of 
God attending the word. The parched ground of a 
barren heart muſt become a pool, the thirſty land a 


ſpring of water; and the habitation of dragons muſt 


bear the herbage or green paſtures of heavenly — 

there ſpall be graſs, with reeds and ruſhes, Iſa. xxxv. 7 
Thus Satan is ſupplanted; and not only caſt out, 

but kept out. | 

I have conſidered all the texts that you refer me 
to. The goſpel leads us to Zion; there God is 
reconciled ; there Chriſt was crowned; there is the 
King of ſaints, and the throne of grace. At Sinai 
God dwells in thick darkneſs; there is the flaming 
ſword unſheathed, the throne of judgment, and a 
terrible Judge. There is Moſes, the accuſer of 
' them 
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them that truſt in him; and a fiery law, before which 
there is no ſtanding. Go there for rules, or what- 
ever help thou wanteſt, thou wilt not be long there 
before ſin will ſtare thee in the face: the law will 
bind thee, and hold thee; the old enmity will boil 
up afreſh; a thouſand doubts and fears will furround 
thee; heavineſs, dejection, and diſmay, will fink 
thee; the arrows of God will drink up thy ſpirit; 
ſpiritual ſtrength will fail thee ; relaxation, utter 
helpleſſneſs, and weakneſs, will ſeize thee; and thou 
wilt ſtand before the judgment- ſeat quaking and 
trembling, till deſpondency itſelf will overwhelm. 
thy fooliſh heart. However, go on, till you find, 
as Joh did, that the arrows of the Almighty are 
doit hin you. Judgment appears juſt before you ; and 
then beware leſt he take thee away with his ſtroke, 
then a great ranſom cannot deliver thee. When thou 
haſt had thy fill of this ſtorm, and been boten with 
this tempeſt, thou wilt call about, as he did, for 
the mercy-ſeat—O that ] knew where I might find 
him! that I might come even to his ſeat! T would 
order my cauſe before him, and fill my mouth with 
arguments. There (but nowhere elſe) the righteous 
may diſpute with bim: fo ſhould JI be delivered for 
ever from my Fudge. 

| I know ſeveral, at this preſent time, who have 
had a ſavoury experience, and enjoyed ſpiritual li- 
berty in Chriſt, who, by getting into company with 
Arminians, and fitting under miniſters of Ibe letter, 

, | N | have 
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have been brought into bondage again; and have 


lain withered, both in body and ſoul, and bound 
hand and foot, from year's end to year's end. 
They often look back to the pleaſing mount on 
which they formerly ſtood, crying out, My leanneſs ! 
my leanneſs! Woe unto me! They ſee their error; 
but unbelief and the yoke of bondage hold them 
faſt, and refuſe to let them go; and they have no 
life, fervour, or power, in prayer, to wreſtle for 
deliverance. The Spirit of God is grieved; his 
freedom has been abuſed; from goſpel ſimplicity; 
and a ſimple dependance on Chriſt, they have been 
ſeduced ; joy is withered away from them; nothing 
but complaints, diſcontent, and murmuring, poſſeſs 
them: they are unfruitful to God; uſeleſs in his 
cauſe; a ſtumbling- block to the weak; and, by 
their perpetual complaints before all ranks of Chriſ- 
tians, they ſpread a legal damp and melancholy 
gloom over many a healthy conſcience and comely 
countenance: but, alas! they ſtood not faſt in their 
liberty, and therefore are . e with ws 
yoke of bondage. 

Theſe are the effects of cleaving to the law; and 
my ſiſter is no ſtranger to them in her preſent ſtate : 
ſhe ſenſibly feels a barren heart, and a con- 
tracted ſpirit, though ſhe knows not from whence 

they ſpring. She may thank the miniſters of the 
letter for her bondage; and ſhe may depend upon 
it, that nothing but the _— o& the Spirit will 
ever 
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ever bring her out of it. Not long ſince, one Fry, 


a linen-draper in South Moulton Street, a mere no- 
vice, lifted up with pride, had a mind to cut a flou- 
riſh in the pulpit, and to have a ſtroke at me. He 


told his audience, © that if he had @ zhouſand fouls, 


* he would venture them all upon the lau; as if that 
was the foundation that God has laid in Zion; when 
we know, that as many as are of the works of the law 
are under the curſe: and if the ſword bathed in hea- 
ven is come down on the people of God's curſe to 
judgment, what will become of all the ſouls ven- 
tured there? If God is terrible to the kings of the 
earth to whom he has committed the temporal 
ſword, what mult he be to ſuch impoſtors as theſe; 
who thruſt themſelves into the higheſt office in the 
church, and pretend to handle the ſpiritual one? 


Thou doſt not ſeem to underſtand what the Scrip- 
tures mean by the word Law. Sometimes, in the 
Old Teſtament, it means the whole Scriptures, as 
the New Teſtament was not then written: though 
the ſubſtance of it lay in the unaccompliſhed pro- 
phecies, the promiſes, and the ceremonial law, 


which was the goſpel of the Jewiſh church; for unto 


them was the goſpel preached as well as unto us; but 
the word did not profit them, not being mixed with faith 
in them that heard it. Even the promiſe made to 
Abraham is ſometimes called a law: He hath re- 
membered bis covenant for ever, the word tohich he 
commanded to a rhouſand generations. Which covenant 
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he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Iſaac; and 
confirmed the ſame unto Jacob for a Law, and 10 
Vrael for en everlaſting CovenanT; ſaying, Unto 
_ thee will I vx the land of Canaan, the lot of your 
mmheritance, Pal. cv. 8. &c. This covenant is the 
covenant of grace; the oath ſecures the inheritance 
given to Abraham by promiſe; and the law 
was given four hundred and thirty years after. This 
is manifeſtly zhe law of faith; for as many as are of 
faith are heirs of this promiſe, ſecured by this oath, 
and ſhall enjoy the inheritance, for they are bleſſed 
with faithful Abraham. In this covenant. of promiſe, 
or law of faith, the Pſalmiſt believed believed ; 
therefore have 1 ſpoken. \ 

If ſome of dur letter-preachers had ever received 
the commandment, as Paul, David, and others, have 
done; and their wicked life and deceitful hearts had 
been laid open; and they had properly felt the kill- 
ing power of the letter of the law; and had felt a 
ſtrong faith in the holineſs, juſtice, and immutability 
of God, in the law; they would have been glad to 
find out the law of faith as well as David Teach me 
good jud gent and knowledge, for I have believed thy 
commandments, Pſalm cxix. 66. This faith had ſunk 
him, (the Pſalmiſt) unleſs another object had ap- 

peared had fainted unteſs 1 had believed to ſee the 
_ goodneſs of the Lord in the land of the living, Pſalm 
xxvii. 13. This goodneſs of the Lord which he ſaw 
was in Chriſt, in whom he believed; whom he calls 
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by that name, Bleſſed be the Lord, my ſtrengtb, my 
GOODNESS, my fortreſs, my high tower, my deliverer, 
and my ſhield, in whom I triſt, Pſalm cxliv. 1, 2. 
Had our preſent bond miniſters firmly believed the 
commandments, as David did, they would have 
been glad to exerciſe fairh on David's Lord: if 


they had believed Moſes, they would have believed 


Chriſt ; but if they believe not his writings, how ſhall 
they believe the Saviour's words? Men that are deſti- 
tute of a ſaving knowledge of God in Chriſt Jeſus 
know nothing of the power either of law or goſpel, 
though they may pretend to it. They that handle 
the law know me not, ſays God. And men that are 
deſtirute of goſpel faith in Chriſt, never believed 
the law of commandments to be what they really 
are: they believe neither Moſes's writings nor the 
Saviour's words; nor will they, unleſs God bring 
them, as he did David, 20 the Rock higher than they; 
or elſe ſink them in deſpair, as he did Francis Spirab, 
under the wrath, bondage, and curſe, of that fiery 
diſpenſation, _ | 
When David ſays, Open thou mine eyes, Bat I may 
behold wondrous things out of thy lau am a ſtranger 


in the earth, hide not thy commandments from me, 


Pſalm cxix. 18, 19. it was the ceremonial law that 


diſcovered wondrous things to him things which 


thoſe that are dead, and under the curſe of Moſes's 

law, know nothing of; for God does not ſhew wonders 

to the dead, Palm lxxxviii. 10. But in the ceremo- 
. 1 een 
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nial law, which was a part of the Jews goſpel, David 
ſaw the Saviour repreſented; which led his faith to 
him whoſe hands and feet he ſaw, in the viſion of 
faith, pierced for him. In that Sacrifice he believ- 
ed; which broke his heart, and made his ſoul as a 
weaned child. Faith in him, a broken heart, ſpi- 
ritual prayer offered up through him, and offerings 
of praiſe and thankſgiving for him, he knew, pleaſed 
God better than a bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 
- Theſe were the wonders that David ſaw; and theſe 
were- things that he meditated on, things touching 
the King. It was not the breadth of the command- 
ment that David was charmed with, but the per- 
fection of beauty beyond it; He that was fairer than 
the children of men; whom he ſaw to be the end of 
the law for righteouſneſs to all that believe: as he ſays, 
I have ſeen an end of all perfection, but thy command- 
ment is exceeding broad. In that bleſſed object he 
believed for the pardon of his fin, and the juſtifica- 
tion of his ſoul; and pronounces the man bleſſed 
whoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe fin is covered. 
Bleſſed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute 
iniquity, and in whoſe ſpirit there is no guile, Pſalm . 
Ixxxviii. 8. The bondage of the law held him faſt; and 
he brought forth no more fruit to God's glory under 
that yoke, than my legal accuſers do, who ſay and do 
not. But, when he got out of his fetters, then he 
honoured his God, like an adopted ſon indeed: O 
Lerd, truly I am thy ſervant; - I am thy ſervant, and 

the 
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the fon of thy handmaid: thou haſt looſed my bonds. 
J will offer to thee the ſacrifice of thankſgiving, and 
will call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my 
vows unto the Lord, now in the preſence of all his 
people; in the midſt of thee, O Jeruſalem. Praiſe ye 
the Lord. Pſalm cxvi. 16, 17, 18. When my ſiſter 
gets her feet out of the ſtocks, ſhe will offer praiſe 
as well as David, Delivering grace does not lead 
to licentiouſneſs; it lays us under the ſtrongeſt, 
higheſt, and moſt conſtraining obligations, to God, 
that it is poſſible for a mortal to feel; ſuch as bond 
children and hypocrites never felt, 
« Paul loved the law of God after the inner man.“ 
True; ſtick to that, and you are right: and, when 
you hear a man crying up and enforcing the law 
upon you, mark him, and ſee if he can define the 
new man, and whether he feeds the new man in you. 
Chriſt in the heart eats his honeycomb with his honey. 
If no power attends the word, no refreſhing comes 
from the Lord's preſence; if he is a ſtranger to that 
experience that worketh hope, he knows not God; 
he believes neither Moſes's writings nor the Saviour's 
words; he is not a new creature, but is in the fleſh, 
not in the Spirit, and only trades with the letter. 
He does not know the law; he has not got the law, 
nor does he love the law. The end of the lat is love: 
God's love is ſhed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt. Such love the law after the inner man, and 
love is the fulfilling of the law. To walk in love, 
E 2 as 
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as Chriſt hath loved us, is Paul's more evcetlout way x 
and this David calls the way of God's commandments, 
which he purſued when love caſt out the ſlaviſn fear 
of the law, delivered him from the bondage of it, 
and enlarged his heart from the contraction and 
ſtraitneſs which the law brought him into, Twill run 
the way of thy commandments when thou foalt enlarge 
my heart. Make me to go in the path of thy command- 
ments, for therein do I delight, Pſalm cxix. 32. 35. 
Thou art endeavouring to fetch all thy good 
works from the law of Moſes, and to make that thy 
only rule of life and action; but David fetched his 
| help from another quarter, which did not lead him 
to licentiouſneſs. He would praiſe God when he had 
looſed his bands; but thou contendeſt for more 
[. bonds. He would run the way of God's command- 
| ments when God's love had enlarged his heart; but 
the law of the Spirit of life and love is not ſufficient 
| for you. He delighted in God's path, and ſays, 
| Make me to go init,” but God's ſpiritual might 
in the inner man is not ſufficient for thee. David's 
1 liberty from bonds, his heart-enlarging love, and 
[ | God's ſtrengthening him with ſtrength in his ſoul, 
| is what leads to licentiouſneſs, according to the doc- 
= trine that you hear, Your diyines can fetch all 
| their works from a dead letter; and keep the law 


without imitating poor David in his humble peti- 
| tion, Hold thou me up, and I ſhall be Safe. 


© Then 
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« Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I have re- 
e ſpect unto all thy commandments.” If this quo- 
tation be true, that reſpect to all God's command- 
ments ſets a man out of the reach of ſhame; then 
it follows, that if I go on enforcing the everlaſting 
love of God to us, and inſiſting on a pure love to 
him, and à love to the law after the inner man; a 
walk in love, or keeping ourſelves in the love of 
God; which love is the fulfilment of the law, and 
the bond of the everlaſting covenant, and which is 
called ſerving God in the newneſs of the Spirit, for 
he is the Spirit of love and of a ſound mind—-l ſhall 
with my mind ſerve the law of God; and therefore 
have no cauſe to be aſhamed, though all the world 
call me an Antinomian ; for reſpect to all God's com- 
mandments ſets me out of the reach of ſhame. Let me 
live, then, under the influence of God's everlaſting 
lovez and let my ſiſter go to the law. Be the former 
my yoke, and the latter yours. Work thou in the 
letter, and may love for ever work in me! With 
this bond I will box the compaſs all round with my 
ſiſter, or any of her legal preachers. | Is ſhe labour- 
ing to keep the law? God is not forgetful of my la- 
hours of love. Does ſhe make the law her only rule 
of action? Love is the fulfilling of the law. Is ſhe 
trying to fulfil the ſecond table? Love works no ill 
to bis neighbour. Is ſke trying to keep all the com- 
mandments? Love is the end of the commandment. 
Or, is ſhe ſick of the old veil, the old yoke, and 
Og the 
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the bond child's rule of life? if fo, let her return to 
her firſt huſband : love is an eaſy yoke, and a light 
burden. Would ſhe believe? Charity believeth all 
things. Would ſhe be ſaved by hope? Love hopeth 
all things. Would ſhe eſcape real Antinomianiſm ? 
Love rejoiceth not in iniguity, but rejviceth in the truth. 
Would ſhe eſcape legal pride? Love vaunteth not 
itſelf, is not puffed up. Would ſhe eſcape evil 
thoughts? Love thinketh no evil. Would ſhe be 
patient? Love beareth and endureth all things, 
Would ſhe be free? Love is a free ſpirit, Would 
ſhe eſcape the arrogant behaviour and carnal conver- 
fation of hypocrites? Love doth not behave unſeemly. 
Would ſhe run the path of holineſs? Love zs the 
more excellent way. Would ſhe keep the command- 
ments? He that hath the goſpel in his heart, and 
keepeth it, be it is that loveth Chriſt, and in bim 


verily is the love of God perfefted. Would ſhe enjoy 


the pardon of fin? here much is forgiven, the ſame 
loveth much. Would ſhe know her ſtate to be ſafe? 
We know that wwe are paſſed from death unto life be- 
cauſe wwe love the brethren, Would you know. what 
it is draws ſouls to Chriſt ? With loving- kindneſs have 
T drawn thee, Would you know the reaſon why 
ſome preachers get worſe in their miniſtry inſtead of 
better? and why ſome profeſſors ſtand ſtill, or go 


back, inſtead of forward? It is becauſe the Lord 
doth not draw them with love; therefore they do not 


run after bim. Would you know who they are that 
love 
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love Chriſt? He that hath my word, (the goſpel) 
he it is that loveth me, and ſhall be loved of my Father. 
Would you know why ſo many, in Chriſt's days; 
went back, or fell away? The love of God was not 
in them, they had no root in themſelves. Would 
you know why ſo many ſtick in the birth, and never 
come forth? It is becauſe perfect love never caſts out 
their fear. Would you know why you halt fo long 
between two opinions? Becauſe thou art not made 
 perfeft in love. Would you enjoy a ſpiritual birth, 
and a knowledge of God? He that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth God. Would you know who 
doth, and who doth not, know God? Mark their 
deſcriptions of love, and the power that attends ir: 
He that loveth not knoweth not God, for God is love. 
Would you know who they are' that obtain victory 
over ſin? They whom God crowns with loving- Rind- 
neſs and tender mercy. Would you know what 
brings the ſaints through all their heavy trials, and 
the ſhadow of death? I is love, which is ſtrong as 
death; which no water can quench, nor flood droton. 
Would you know what keeps the faints alive, active, 
and obedient? The love of ' Chrift conftrains them. 
Would you know what brings them off victorious? 
They are more than conquerors through him that lowed 
them. Would you know what thar is that unites ro 
God? It is love: He that loveth dwelleth in God, 
and God in him. Would you know who they are 
that keep the commandments? It is he that lives in 
union 
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union with Chriſt: He that keepeth his commandments 
dwelleth in him, and he in him. Would you know 
to whom God ſpeaks in his word? To him that 
loves him: Hearken to me ye that know righteouſneſs, 
the people in whoſe heart is my law, Would you 
know the reaſon the ſaints never fall away? Becauſe 
loving-kindneſs is never taken from them : the law of 
God is in their heart; none of their ſteps ſhall lide— 
from that Rock on which God has eſtabliſhed their 
goings. Would you know what diſpleaſes the Sa- 
viour moſt in the ſaints? It is when they leave their 
firſt love. Would you know what ſecures heaven ? 
Charity never faileth. Would you know the greateſt 
of all graces? Faith, hope, charity; but the greateſt 
of theſe is love. Would you know who ſhall live 
for ever with God in glory? They that love him: 
I will circumciſe their heart, that they may love me 
with their whole heart and their whole ſoul, that they 
may live. Would you know the ſaints worſt times? 


It is zphen iniquity abounds, and the love of many waxes 


cold. Would you know what areal Antinomian is? 
A hypocrite, or a miniſter of the letter, is? He is one 
that pretends to have all knowledge, underſtand all 
myſtery ; and with his empty eloquence attempts to ſpeak 
with the tongue of men and angels; lays a claim to 
faith, as if he could move mountains; and yet hath 
10 charity, no love to God in his heart: be is the 
ſounding braſs, the tinkling cymbal, the falſe impoſtor, 
the deceitful worker, the child of the devil, the ſhare 
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of the ſaints, and the enemy of God. Such are men 
of a bad ſpirit indeed! uncharitable men with a wit- 
neſs !—and from all their uncharitablene/s, good Lord, 
deliver us! Would you know where this love is to 
be got? It is at Mount Zion; for there God cum- 
manded the bleſſing, even (the Spirit of life and love) 
for evermore. 

What ſays my ſiſter to this? I think ſhe is ready 
to hang towards this balance of the ſanctuary; ſhe is 
almoſt ready to let go her rule of life and aftion, 
and ſubmit to lie paſſive, and be ated upon. I tell 
her, that her ſtrength is to ſit ſtill; that the weak 
are ſtrong; that grace is ſufficient; and that God's 
ſtrength is made perfect in our weakneſs.” | God 
forms the veſſel of honour while the clay lies paſſive ; 
and puts his treaſure in the veſſel when he has formed 
it, that the power may appear to be of him. He 
laid the foundation of Mercy's building at firſt; and 
builds up Zion himſelf: Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, faith the Lord of boſts; and, when 
he builds up Zion, he appears in his glory. 
The work never goes on better than when ſelf is 
denied, and the Lord depended on and truſted in. 
Uzza's arm of fleſh, Peter's ſelf-confidence, and 
Iſrael's flight to Egypt for help, as their ſhame, 
but neither their ſafety nor their honour. If love 
| is the fulfilling of the law; if continuing in the per- 
fect law of liberty be the way to be bleſſed in one's 
deed; if the law of faith excludes boaſting, and 
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gives the glory to God; and if the law of the Spirie 
of life in Chriſt Jeſus makes us free from the-law of- 
fin, and the miniſtration of death, whether it be 
called Antinomianiſm, licentiouſneſs, or the ever- 
laſting, goſpel; I do inſiſt upon it, that it is the molt 
bleſſed diſpenſation that ever Heaven revealed, or 
the children of men embraced. My. cruiſe has 
ſprung up ſo faſt on this ſubject, that I cannot at 
preſent anſwer the other Scriptures which you have 


| heaped together: but this I know, that the goſpel 18 


written that we may have fellowſhip with the Father. 
and the Son; and, while I enjoy and enforce this. 


union, I defy you to bring one text in God's book, 


either againſt my ſoul, my religion, or my miniſtry. 
It is the proud doer that God reſiſts. The poor (in 
ſpirit) heareth not rebuke, Prov. xii. 8. How 
ſhould they? Poverty of ſpirit is the MARK that 
ſecures the prize of the high-calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus—** Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for 
« theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” The bond of 


love with which God firſt drew my ſoul to- Chriſt, 


and the enjoyment of this threefold cord, the love 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, has held my 
ſoul faſter to God and godlineſs than all my ſiſter's 
rules of action, or than all the bonds and cords that 
ever were made in Ropemaker's Alley : they may 
hold the bond children down to ſin, wrath, and 
malice, againſt others; but they will never hold the 


affections to God, nor the mind from vanity. I 
3 | doubt 
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doubt my ſiſter has not felt the dreadful effects of 
that tremendous diſpenſation: if ſhe had, ſhe would 
have cried out, as others have done, Let the Medi- 
ator ſpeak to us, and we will hear; but let not God 
ſpeak with us, left we die, Exod. xx. 19. To be 
ſhort. If my fiſter will be fruitful, ſhe muſt abide in 
the vine. If ſhe would live, ſbe muſt mortify the deeds 
of the body by the Spirit. If ſhe wauld have fin ſub- 
dued, ſhe muſt continue in the grace of God, or be 
\ contented to be under grace If ſhe would be holy, 
ſhe muſt not ſeek for the old veil, but with open face 
bebold, as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, till ſbe be 
changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, as. 
by the Spirit of the Lord. If ſhe would enjoy peace, 
let her lay by one of her. opinions, and cleave to 
Jeſus: he will Keep him in perfef? peace d hoſe mind is 
ftayed on bim; and if ſhe is not contented with an 
everlaſting goſpel, let her make full proof of the 
killing letter. She is not an entire ſtranger to the 
liberty of rhe goſpel; and, if this will not ſuffice, 
let her try the bondage of the law. If ever ſhe gets 
deliverance, it ſhall be by what is now called An- 
tinomianiſm; and, if ſhe rebels againſt this, bondage 
and barrenneſs are ſure to follow: He bringeth out 
thoſe that are bound with chains, but the rebellious 
dwell in a dry land. For my part, I ſhall be con- 
tented within the walls of Zion; and I wiſh ſhe was 
contented with abiding in the field of Boaz: but, 
if ſhe be not, I ſhall not ftroll aſter her, (Adam 
* paid 
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paid dear for that;) only ſtand upon my watch. 
tower, and obſerve her motions. The command to 
me 1s, Let them return unto thee, but return not thou 
unto them, Jer. xv. 19. Will anſwer the reſt as 
ſoon as convenient; and conclude with an ancient 
ſpeech of one of the friends of Job—My deſire is, 
that my fiſter may be tried, till, like Pharaoh, ſhe 
intreats to hear no more mighty thunderings. 


Amen, and Amen! 


- 


Says her humble ſervant to command, 


WixcnrsTER Row, 


Jan, 15 1789. WM. HuxrIxg rox. 
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TO MRS, R. J. AT Bo—No—D, 


| My Gſter's letter is like Sheba's journey 
to Jeruſalem. She has viſited me with a long train 
of Scriptures, and intends to prove me with hard 
queſtions; and I believe that, on the ſubject of 
Law and Goſpel, I have told her much of the work- 
ings of her own heart, We poor loſt worms of the 
duſt. are very proud; and do not like to become 
nothing, that Chriſt may be all in all. Not to be 
able to ſpeak a good word, or think a good thought; 
to become fools, that we may be wiſe; to have a 
woe put upon our righteoufneſs, our wiſdom, and 
our prudence; to be unclean things by birth and. 
practice; and unprofitable ſervants when in a ſtate 
of grace—are hard ſayings; who can hear them? 
For our natural reaſon to be called darkneſs; our 
underſtanding fooliſhneſs; and our wiſdom earthly, 
ſenſual, and deviliſh. For Self, holy, righteous Self; 
conſequential, co-working, and wonder-perform- 
ing Self; to be denied daily, and a croſs laid on it, 
to keep it fretting under the burden, that it may not 
Intermix 
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intermix it's bane with the ſtream that comes forth 
from the ſpringing well that God has put in the 
earthen veſſel; to have the ſentence of death in one's 
ſelf, that we may not truſt there; to be debtors to 
grace for a mouth, wiſdom, and a door of utterance ; 
to be buffeted by the devil, till ſelf is nothing but 
weakneſs, that the power of Chriſt may be made 
perfect in that; that the decay of ſelf ſhould be the 
renewal of the inward man, and the weakneſs of 
ſelf the cauſe of divine power and grace being ma- 
nifeſted are leſſons that are hard to learn; but they 
are the leſſons of the Goſpel; on which account 
unhumbled, unrenewed, and uninſpired preachers 
and profeſſors, do not love the diſpenſation of the 
Spirit. The law of Moſes has not theſe ſelf-abaſing 
taſks in it. The grand human agent, ruou, ſtands 
almoſt in every verſe - rHOU ſhalt not do this, and 
THOU ſhalt do that. Boaſting is not excluded by 
the law of works, though by the law of faith it is. 
This the bond family are aware of, and therefore 
are determined to ſtick to that covenant, that ſets 
man forth; chuſing rather to be the acting I than the 
paſſive Thou; without conſidering the great and 
terrible name that ſtands in the preface, I AM THE 
Lozp, | 

\ Circumciſion and ſigns are called for among the 
Jews; wiſdom among the Greeks; free-will, ſelf- 
righteouſneſs, and legal rules, among the Armini- 
ans; and traditions among the Papiſts: but we 


preach 
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preach Chriſt crucified; to the Jews a ſtumbling- 
block; to the Greeks fooliſhneſs; to the Armini- 
ans, Antinomians, and to Papiſts, hereſy. By them 
felf is exalted, the Saviour. debaſed, and the offence 
of the croſs 1s ceaſed; -If we are under the law as a 
rule of life, walk, and action, our Arminians, or 
moderate Calviniſts, ought to preach up circumci- 
fion, for it is that which makes a man a debtor to 
do the whole law; but driving the ſaints: of God 
from Mount Zion, from union with Chriſt, from 
the Saviour's yoke, from the ſervice of the Spirit, 
from the liberty of the goſpel, and from a life of 
faith, and, at the ſame time, not inſiſting upon cir- 
cumcifion, is not doing the duty of a miniſter of 
the letter. 
What a terrible thing it is, that a Sie 
for the ſalvation of ſinners ſhould be ſent into the 
world on purpoſe to flain the pride of all glory! that 
Free Agency ſhould be brought to nothing ; and her 
magnificence be deſpiſed, whom not only the Ephe- 
Gans, but the whole unelected world, worſhippeth! 
But fo it is: the greateſt apoſtle, and the brighteſt 
faint, muſt ſtoop to this—that it is God that pre- 
pares the heart; yea, is the ſtrength. of the heart 
when heart and fleſh both fail; that the excellency 
and the power of religion are of him; that the fruit 
of the lip, the ſucceſs of the miniſtry, and the- 
| ſtrength and fortitude of the miniſter, are all of God. 
All our fruits muſt be attributed to the Spirit; all 
a | | | our 
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our labours to love; our works to faith; and our 
victories mult be aſcribed to Him that hath loved 
us. Poor Free Agency muſt be excluded in every. 
ſenſe. Excluded from God's decrees : He works all 
things after the counſel of bis own will. From 
predeſtination: You have not choſen me, but I have 
choſen you. From the ſpiritual birth: Born, not of 
the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, nor of 
blood, but of God. From the labour alſo: Vet 
not I, but the grace of God that was with me. And 
all the ſhare that falls to poor Free Agency is, that 
ſhe has done all the miſchief ſhe could; and been 
a hinderer, inſtead of a help-mate. The fleſh and 
the Spirit: The/e are contrary the one to the other, ſo 
that ye cannot do the things that ye would. This 
indignity, and the title of an «unprofitable ſervant, 
is all the ſhare that falls to Self: the glory muſt all 
he given to God; and we muſt be ſatisfied with the 
honour that God confers, if we would be found 
among the faithful; for how can they believe that 
receive honour one of another, and not the honour that. 
cometh from God only? Thus faith the Lord, Let 
not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, nor let the 
mighty man glory in his might; let not the rich 
man glory in his riches; but let bim that glorieth, 
glory in this, that he underfiandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the Lord, which exerciſe loving-kindneſs, 
Judgment, and righteouſueſs, in the earth; for in theſe 
things I delight, ſaith the Lord, Jer. xix. 23, 24+ 
| | Shame, 
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Shame, abaſement, and difgrace, are all that will 
ever fall to the old man in the ſaints, and to all old 
Adam's family under the law: and to glory in the 
knowledge of God, in the loving-kindneſs, judg- 
ment, and righteouſneſs, which he exerciſes, will be 
the delight of all new creatures in Chriſt Jeſus to all 
eternity; and I believe that every one who knows 
the plague of his heart, and the grace of God in 


truth, will chearfully pocket the affront; though _ 


the Arminian is determined to ſhoot the gulph, 
blaſpheme the decrees, alter the Bible, arraign and 
contemn the Moſt High, rather than be brought 
in guilty, or ſubmit to the ſelf- abafing terms of the 
covenant of grace. 
Now for the paſſage ben, « Do jultly, love 
<« mercy, and walk humbly with thy God.” It is a 
text in the mouth of every child of the fleſh, though 
there i is not a word in it but what militates againſt 
them. They ate not enltghtened into the myſteries 
| | of the kingdom of God, therefore God hath not 
 ſhewed them what is good ; and, as they are all for 
bringing ſomething to God, inſtead of receiving the 
cup of ſalvation, or grace, from him, the text cuts 
off their withered arm: WF herewith ſhall I come be- 
fore the Lord, and bow myſelf before the high God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with 
calves of a year old? Will the Lord be Pleaſed with 
thouſands of rams, or with ten thouſands of rivers of 
oil? Shall I 798 my Int bern for my tranſgrefſi ion, the 
| _—_————" 1 fruit : 
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fruit of my body for the fin of my ſoul? Micah, vi. 6, 7. 
If burnt offerings, calves of a year old, thouſands 
of rams, ten thouſand rivers of oil, and the fruit of 
one's body, will not do for a man to preſent him- 
ſelf before God with in this life; what figure muſt 
they cut who think to ſtand before God's tribunal, 
to merit, and live in, the heavenly glory; by boaſt- 
ing of free-will, which is corrupt; by ſelf- righteouſ- 
neſs, which is filthy rags; by truſting in an arm of 
fleſh, for which they are curſed of God; and by 
dead works, performed under the ſentence of death 
and damnation! The unbeliever, who is condemned 
already, and under the wrath of God; to whom 
there 1s nothing clean, but even his mind and con- 
ſcience are defiled; and who, without faith, cannot 
pleaſe God; cannot be the perſon that 1s ſuppoſed 
in the text to do juſtly: they muſt be perſons in co- 
venant with God, and partakers of the ſure mercies 
of David, or obtain mercy, that the text means. 
How can he love mercy that has not obtained mercy ? 


He may juſtify the wicked, and call that mercy; or 


give alms with the intent of getting a name, or me- 
riting heaven: but theſe tender mercies of the wicked 
are cruel, for they cheat the ſoul; and, as to walking 
humbly with thy God, we know he is the God of the 
living, not of the dead. The proud legaliſt, the 
rebellious free- willer, cannot ſubmit to this truth; 

much leſs obtain pardon of ſin, and a ſenſe of God's 

love; and, without ſubmiſſion, pardon, and a ſenſe 


of 
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of love, there is no getting at God, no ſtanding in 

his preſence, nor finding favour in his fight; much 
leſs walking humbly with him. How can two walk 
together except they be agreed? All the liſt of wor- 
thies received a good report through faith; but no- 
thing of this appears to be given to them that /ay 
and do not. They that are in.the Vine bring forth 
much fruit ; but nothing of this is ſaid of them who 

* abide under the law. By faith God has been pleaſed, 
and glorified ; but without faith it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe him. : 

Let my ſiſter read the eighth chapter of Iſaiah: 
it contains the whole of my doctrine, and an exact 
portrait of my legal oppoſers. Firſt, The prophet 
tells us of the inſtruction that the Lord gave him: 
For the Lord ſpake thus unto me with a ſtrong hand, 
and inſtructed me that I ſhould not walk in the way of 
this people, ſaying, Say ye not, A confederacy, to all 
them to whom this peaple ſhall ſay, A confederacy ; 
neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. San#tify the 
Lord of hoſts himſelf; and let bim be your fear, and 
let him be your dread, Ver. 11, 12, 13. Secondly, 
He deſcribes the bleſſed ſtate of them who fly from 
the wrath to come which is revealed in the law—to 
Chriſt, the only refuge and ſhelter that God has ap- 
pointed; and the falling, ſtumbling, broken, and 
ſhattered condition of them who ſtumble at the 
goſpel, and are offended at Chriſt : And be ſpall be 
for a ſanfuary [to thoſe that truſt in him;} bt for 
HAT . a ſtone 
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a flone of ſtumbling, and for a rock of offence, to both © 
the houſes of Iſrael; for a gin, and for a ſnare, to the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem : and many among them ſhall 
ſtumò le, and fall, and be broken, and be ſnared, and 
be taken, Ver. 14, 15. Then the prophet goes on 
to tell us how the teſtimony of the goſpel ſhall come 
in the demonſtration of the Holy Ghoſt; and be 
bound up, by the bond of love, in our fouls; and 
that the law ſhall be ſealed by the Holy Spirit upon 
the fleſſ. ly tables of our hearts, that we may have it, 
and do it; not on tables of ſtone: it is in our mouth, 
and in our heart; and, under the impreſſion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, it bnks deep. The bleſſed Spirit gives 
us the law of liberty, the law of life, and the law 
of love; and bears witneſs to our juſtification unto 
life, and to our adoption; ſeals us to eternal re- 
demption; and keeps every needful law in our ſouls 
under the impreſſion of his own ſeal: Bind up the 
teſtimony, ſeal the law among my diſciples. Behold I. 
and the children whom the Lord bath given me, are for 
| Hens, and for wonders, in Iſrael, from the Lord of 
hoſts, which dwelleth in Mount Zion, 1fa. viii. 16, 18. 
Let my ſiſter conſider this. The teſtimony (which 
is an experience of the goſpel of Chriſt) is called the 
law, and is ſaid to be bound up and ſealed on the 
hearts of the Lord's diſciples; and ſuch are called 
the children that God (the-Father) has given to 
Chriſt, Heb. ii. 13. and ſuch, on account of their 
knowledge of goſpel myſteries, are ſaid io be for 
| Signs 
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figns and wonders in Iſrael; and all this is not from 
Sinai, but from the Lord of hoſts, which drvelleth in 
Mount Zion. The prophet, having given us this 
choice experience, and an account of his own in- 
ſtruction, goes on to caution us, Firft, Againſt 
ſeducers. Secondly, Gives us inſtructions how to 
try them. Thirdly, How they will fret and behave 
if they cannot prevail againſt us. And when they 
ſhall ſay unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar 

ſpirits; and unto wizzards, that peep and mutter: 
' ſhould not a people ſeek unto their God? Ver. 19. 
my ſiſter will reply, © Sending ſouls to Mount 
« Sinai cannot be acting under the influence of 
ce familiar ſpirits, or leading people to enchant- 
„ ments.” Paul ſays, falſe apoſtles are miniſters of 
Satan; and leading believers to the law, to be made 
perfect in the fleſh, is witchcraft: O fooliſh Gala- 
tians, who hath bewitched you, that you ſhould not 
obey the truth? Gal. iii. 1. To the law and to the 
teſtimony : if they ſpeak not according to this WORD, 
it is becauſe there is no light in them, Ver. 20. © The 
prophet having informed us that the teſtimony 
bound, or law ſealed, is among the diſciples of 
Chriſt ; bids us try blind guides by the TesTIMoNY, 
LAW, Or WORD, that we have received. The fi- 
mony is the goſpel ; the lat is the law of faith; and 
the word is the word of life: and, when miniſters of - 
Satan would bewitch us, by ſending us to the law, 
to be made perfect by the fleſh, (for that is not the 
miniſtration 


\ 
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miniſtration of the Spirit) that we are to try them 
by the teſtimony or law that God has bound and 
| ſealed among us: and if they cannot deſcribe the 
reſtimony of the goſpel, or the law of faith ; nor the 
law written on our hearts; nor the ſeal of the Spirit, 
nor the witneſs that he bears of our being he chil- 
dren that God has given to Chriſt, that they are 
blinded by the law; they are in the fleſh, not in the 
Spirit: F they ſpeak not according to this word, it is 
becauſe there is no light in them, Ver. 20. The 
prophet goes on to deſcribe the rage of theſe falſe 
apoſtles; their ſtarving condition; their inward gall- 
ing of conſcience; their malice, even againſt God 
himſelf; their anguiſh of ſoul, and fearful end: Aud 
they ſhall paſs through it, bardly beſtead, and hungry: 
and it ſhall come to paſs, that when they ſhall be 
Lungry, they ſhall fret themſelves, and curſe their Ring 
and their God, and look upward. And they ſhall look 
wnto the earth; and behold, trouble and darkneſs, 
dimneſs of anguiſh; and they ſhall be driven to dark- 
eſs! Ver. 21, 22. An aweful, but a true picture, 
of an uninſpired preacher. Many laſhes ſuch men 
receive, both from God and conſcience; yet they 
return not to him that ſmiteth them, neither 4⁰ they 
ſeek the Lord of hoſts, Iſa. ix. 13. The prophet 
compares them to withered branches and ruſhes, and 
pays no regard either to their age or their honour, 
« God ſhall cut off from Iſrael [after the fleſh] head 
« and tail, branch and ruſh, in one day: the antient 
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te and honourable, he is the head; and the prophet 
te that teacheth lyes, he is the tail. For the leaders 
< of this people cauſe them to err, and they that are 
ce led of them are deſtroyed: therefore the Lord 
* ſhall have no joy in their young men, neither ſhall 
* have mercy on their fatherleſs and widows ; for 
<< every one is an hypocrite and an evil doer, and 
© every mouth ſpeaketh folly.” Ja. ix. 14, 15, 
16, 17. 8 

The law of Moſes the prophet applies to the un- 
godly, who are under it, and under the curſe of it: 
to whom it belongs; for the law is not made for a 
righteous man, but for the lawleſs and diſobedient.— 
Hear the word of the Lord, ye nulers of Sodom; give 


ear to the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrab, 


Ifa. i. 10. But to the elect he ſays, Chriſt ſhall mag- 
niſy the law, and make it honourable, Iſa. xlii. 2 f. 
And of the law of faith he ſpeaketh on this wiſe: 
Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah 
© that bare you; for I called him alone, and bleſſed 
c him, and increaſed him. For the Lord ſhall com- 


e fort Zion: he will comfort all her waſte places; 


“ and he will make her wilderneſs like Eden, and 
« her deſart like the garden of the Lord; joy and 
ce gladneſs ſhall be found therein, thankſgiving, and 
4 the voice of melody.” —Hearken unto me, my peo- 
ple; and give ear unto me, O my nation: for a Law 
ſhall PROCEED FROM ME, and I will make my Judg- 
ment to reſt for a light of the people, —© My righteouſ- 
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* neſs is near; my falvation is gone forth; and my 
te arms ſhall judge the people: the iſles ſhall wait 
© upon me, and on my arm ſhall they truſt.” 7. 
li. 2, 3, 4, 5: Here is a late that is to praceed 
from Chriſt: it is to be attended with a looking to 
Abraham's call, and Abraham's bleſſing; it is to be 
accompanied with joy and gladneſs, thankſgiving, and 
the voice of melody; it is to conſiſt of a divine rigbte- 
 ouſneſs, of free ſalvation, and a firm truſt and reliance 
on the arm of the Lord, This is called the law of 
God's people, and the law of his nation; a choſen 
people, and a righteous nation, is oppoſed to a finful 
nation, and a people laden with iniquity.” This is the 
lato that went forth out of Zion, and the word of 
the Lord that went from Jeruſalem, I. ii. i. And 
it is in the hearts of all God's juſtified people, Ja. 
v. 7. Hearken unto me, ye that know righteouſneſs, 
| the people in whoſe heart is my law: fear ye not the 
reproach of men, neither be afraid of their revilings ; 
even though they rage, and reproach you as Antino- 
mians, (who make void the law) and lead people 
into licentioufneſs; while themſelves are the fervants 
of corruption, being enemies to, and deſtitute of, 
that grace that can make them clean. 

When the Lord ſays, Bind up the teſtimony, ſeal 
the law, among my diſciples; believers are meant; as 
appears from John: This beginning of miracles did 
Feſus in Cana of Galilee, and his diſciples believed on 
him. The teſtimony and the lato are one and-the 

ſame 
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ſame thing. To have the teſtimony bound, is 10 re- 
ceive the truth in the love of it; which love is the 
bond of the covenant of promiſe. To have the law 
ſealed, is to mix faith with the word, and receive it 
in power, in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much affurance: 
The day you believed, you were ſealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promiſe. This is the Jaw of faith, and the 
"ſeal of it. If my fiſter aſks why this teſtimony 
bound up is called a law fealed? I anſwer, becauſe 
every other law is included in this teſtimony, and 
is couched under. this ſeal; on which account it is 
called a law. For inſtance: one law ſays, This do, 
and thou fhalt live. Las is the thing promiſed to 
the doer, and death threatened in caſe of non- per- 
formance. The law of the wiſe is a fountain of LIrR, 
to depart from the ſnares of death, Prov. xiii. 14. 

Another law ſays, © This ſhall be thy righteouſ- 
e zeſs, if thou obſerve to do all the things which are 
© written in this law.” This hes under the ſeal 
alſo—That the RIGHTEOUSNESS of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but after 
the Spirit, Rom. viii. 4. 

The law of Circumciſion lies under this ſeal. 
Circumciſion is a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith. 
Abraham received the promiſe in uncircumcilion, 
that he might be the father of the uncircumciſed 
Gentiles who believe through grace; thoſe who re- 
ceive the Spirit of love, and of a ſound mind. God 
bas circumciſed their hearts to love him; and ſuch, 
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and ſuch only, are the true circumciſion, who worſhip 
God in the Spirit, rejoice in Chriſt Feſus, and have no 
confidence in the fleſh, Phil. iii. 3. 

If we ſpeak of the law of the Leper, and of 
cleanſing him, Levit. vi. 9. it is under this ſeal. 
Our High-prieſt cleanſes us by a look: and, when 
all our own comelineſs is turned into corruption, as 
Daniel ſpeaks; when we cover the lip, and cry— 
Unclean! unclean! from the head to the foot there 
is no ſoundneſs in us; and that in our fleſh dwelleth 
no good thing—then we are ſaid to be all-glorivus 
within. The Lord ſaves us by the waſhing of re- 
generation and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. Thus 
the Jepers are cleanſed, to the poor the goſpel is preach- 
ed, and bleſſed is be whoſoever ſhall not be offended 
in me. 
lf we ſpeak of the Jubilee Trumpet, the Jubilee 
Year, and the Law of Releaſe; here is the great trum- 
pet that is to be blown, the Saviour proclaiming liberty 
to captives, and the acceptable year of the Lord, and 
the Spirit applying the ſame: Where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty. Whoſoever looketh into 
the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, this 
man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed, James, 1. 25. 

It includes the whole law of Redemption. We 
are redeemed from a vain converſation by the pre- 
cious blood of Chriſt; from the curſe of the law 


alſo, from the wrath to come, from the pit of hell, 
and from the ſecond death: Zion Hall be redeemed 
with 
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with judgment, and ber converts with n 
Ia. i. 27. 

The law of Marriage is "ond under this ſeal, 
Here is Chriſt the bridegroom, and Zion the bride; 
his choice of her, and her choice of bim; his love, 
and her love. Here is their mutual eſpouſing each 
other; his betrothing her in righteouſneſs, loving- 
kindneſs, and in-great mercies, and that for ever. 
Of their being joined in one Spirit: yea, we are of his. 
fleſh, and of his benes. This is a great myſtery; but I 
 Jpeak concerning Chriſt and his church. | 

The law of the Man-ſlayer lies under this ſeat. | 
The elect ſinner has deſtroyed himſelf; and has had 
a hand, by his ſins, in crucifying Chriſt; yet he 
hated him not aforetime, namely, when he ſtood 
compleat in Adam: but the Devil ſeduced man into 
this ſtate of enmity; and Juſtice is the avenger of 
blood; Zion is the walled city of refuge to which 
the alarmed ſinner flies; ſalvation is her walls and 
bulwarks; Chriſt is the high-prieſt he ſtands before, 
under whoſe wings he takes refuge, and by whoſe 
death he ſhall be reſtored to his heavenly home, 
from whence the devil and fin drove him at firſt. 

Speak we of the law of waſhing, or of Baptiſm, 
it is included in this law of faith. Our hearts are 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience; Chriſt has waſh - 
ed us, and we have a part in him. We are waſhed 
in regeneration; clean water is ſprinkled upon us, 


and we are clean, Me are baptized with the Holy 
H 2  Gh off > 
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Ghoft, and with fire. All baptiſm ſhort of this is 
waſhing the outſide of the cup and the platter, and 
amounts to no more than carnal waſhing. It is not 
the waſhing away the filth of the fleſh, but purga- 
tion from guilt, and a teſtimony by the Spirit to our 
Juſtification and adoption, that is the anſwer of a 
good conſcience towards God, by the reſurrection of Feſus 
from the dead, 1 Peter, iii. 21. through * and 
by whom, the Spirit comes. 

Some Jews ſay, © There are three hundred and 
ce thirteen laws;“ and ſome ſay, Six hundred and 
e thirteen:“ and, if there be ſix thouſand, I will be 
bound to prove, that the whole of them, in their 


ſpiritual ſenſe and meaning, (except the law of Di- 


vorce) are couched in this text Bind up the teſti- 
mony, ſeal the lat among my diſciples. 

The law made nothing perfect, and man makes 
nothing perfect: but the Spirit is God, and his work 


is perfect; and the bringing in of a better hope 


makes us perfect and compleat in that hope. This 
is Antinomianiſm; this is licentiouſneſs. Be it ſo; 


it is all from heaven; and they do very little leſs 
than blaſpheme God, his tabernacle, and them that 


dwell. in heaven, who utter ſuch blaſphemy. How- 


ever, it is a covenant of free grace that God has 
made with Chriſt, and with us in him; and their 


dead works can find no footing in it. It is the mi- 
niſtration of the Spirit; and natural men diſcern 
not the things of it, for they are fooliſhneſs to them. 

As 
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As they know not the Lord, they have nothing to 
truſt in but their own righteouſneſs; which they 
perceive cannot be eſtabliſhed by the goſpel, for ir 
reveals only the righteouſneſs of God: I am not 
aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſti for therein is the 
righteouſneſs of God revealed from faith to faith. 
This the bond children are aware of; and therefore 
| abuſe the grace of God, charge it with bad conſe- 
quences, and run to the law for ſome ground of 
boaſting ; and, being ignorant of it's ſpiritual mean- 
ing, they truſt in the letter, make a fair ſhew in the 
fleſh, and eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of their own be- 
fore men, which cannot ſtand the inqueſt of their 
own thoughts, much leſs the impartial teſt of the 
Judge of quick and dead. But, without an union 
with the true Vine, Chriſt ſays they ſhall do nothing. 
By our abiding in Chriſt, we ſhall bring forth much 
fruit. Without faith they ſhall never pleaſe God; 
but thoſe that are ſtrong in faith ſhall give glory to 
him. By the law let them glory in the fleſh; by 
grace we ſhall be to the praiſe of his glory, who have 
truſted in Chriſt. If thou bring thyſelf under the. 
law in any ſenſe whatever, thou wilt ſoon loſe fight 
of Chriſt, and ſin will gain the aſcendancy over thee. 
Sin ſhall not have dominion over them that are un- 
der grace; but thoſe that are in the fleſh, the motions 
of fin, which are by the law, do work in their members 
to bring forth fruit unto death, Rom. vii. 5. Theſe 
8 15 Vs. are 
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are all the fruits they produce, and all the good | 
works they perform: God and their own conſcience 
know it, They may talk about works, as the Jews 
of old did; and ſay that the grace of God leads to 
licentiouſneſs, as they ſaid Chriſt kept not the Sab- 
bath-day; that he was not of God; that he caſt 
out deviis by Beelzebub; and that he received ſin- 
ners, and eat with them; and, under all this pre- 
tended ſhew of zeal for holineſs, they blaſphemed 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and expoſed themſelves to 
the ſentence of eternal damnation. 

Paul gives us a deſcription of the people who 
perform good works in reality : © For the grace of 
« God, that bringeth ſal vation to all men, hath ap- 

F e peared; teaching us that, denying ungodlineſs 
cc and worldly luſts, we ſhould hve ſoberly, 
te righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent evil world: 
e looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious 
| « appearing of the great God, and our Saviour 
| | « Teſus Chriſt; who gave himſelf for us, that he 
« might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
« himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good Works.” 
} Titus, ii. 14. Theſe are the people who perform 
good works: they are redeemed from all iniquity ; 
| they are purified unto the Lord by faith; they have 
[| a good hope through grace ; they look for the ap- 
| pearing of the Lor@ Jeſus; and are zealous of good 
28 works, knowing their own election of God, and their 
| | | being 
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being unto him a peculiar people. Thus zeal for 
good works is the effect of redemption and purifying 
grace. Aſk theſe hypocrites what they know of 
redemption, and how applied? What of faith, the 
operations of it, and it's purifying effects? And, if 
they are ſtrangers to theſe things, they are dead in 


ſin, condemned already, and the wrath of God 


abides upon them. And, if you watch them nar- 
rowly, you will hear nothing but vanity from their 
mouth, nor ſee any thing in their life but ſin. To 
be ſhort. © Thoſe that are Chriſt's have crucified 
ee the fleſh, with the affections and luſts; and againſt 
ce ſuch there is no law.” Thoſe that in faith, love, 
and purity of heart, ſerve Chriſt, are accepted of 
God, and approved of all good men. And, if my 
fifter is not ſatisfied with the truth, bleſſings, and 
benefits, of an everlaſting goſpel, let her try the 
yoke of an eternal law; that will' ſoon diſcover her 
folly, make every offence abound, ſtir up all her 
carnal enmity,” and make her temper unbearable. 
Peeviſhneſs; haſtineſs of ſpirit; diſcontentedneſs a 
with her frame of mind; doubts about her ſtate; hard 
thoughts of God; labouring to make herſelf better, 
and getting worſe; ſtriving againſt fin and her own 
evil tempers, and tumbling into them; making 
ſecret vows, and breaking them; watching againſt 
evil, and daily entangled in it; are the things that 
will ever follow a legal ſpirit that is under the law; 
| inſomuch, 


* 


— — —— 1 > 


56 A RULE AND A RIDDLE, &c. 


inſomuch, that the bodily frame withers, weakens, 
faints, and ſinks under the burden; and I ſhould 
not wonder if I were to hear that my poor friend 
goes ſick to bed every month in the year. I ſhall 
add no more at preſent: only wiſh to ſee her-con- 
tented with one huſband; and let her go back to 
the law as ſoon, as Jeſus ceaſes to do worthily in 


. Ephratah, or fails to be famous in Bethlehem. 


Wiscur se Row, 


M. Hv 
Frz. 3. 1729. WM. HUNTINGTON. 
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My ſiſter need make no apologies; ſhe 
is very welcome to any inſtruction that the Lord 
ſhall think meet to give her by me. I know the 
terrors and bondage of the law, and the natural bent 
of our own legal ſpirits to it; and I know by fad 
experience the miſerable effects of ſuch miſerable 
doctrine, having formerly ſat under a deal of it, 
and to little purpoſe. When they haye delivered 

an unintelligible harangue on the letter of the law, 
none are fed or refreſhed but the carnal hypocrite; 
he applauds it, and is furniſhed from the pulpit 
with weapons to, wound and torment the ſimple 
babes of Chriſt. The goats are poliſhed and armed; 
while: the poor flock are ſent off ſtripped, wounded, 
and put to ſhame. © The free children are bound, _ } 
the bond family encouraged : by which means the 
uncireumciſed and the unclean are huddled among 
the-ſaints, till you ſcarcely know the one fm the 


other. 
Judgment, 
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Judgment, mercy, faith, and the love of God, are 
the weighty matters of the law. Theſe are called the 
great things of it, though at preſent they bear a very 
ſcandalous name; and ſo they ever did by hypocri- 
tical profeſſors: I have written unto them the great 
things of my law, (ſays God) but they were counted 
as a ſtrange thing, Holea, viii. 12. Theſe are called 
the weighty matters, or the great things of the law; 
not becauſe they come from thence, (for they do not) 
but becauſe they are the great things that the Old 
Teſtament treats of; for on love to God and our 
neighbour hang all the law and the prophets. And 
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if ſhewing the judgment of God to unrenewed ſin- 


ners concerning their ſtate, enforcing the ſure mer- 
cies of David in Chriſt, preaching faith and the 
love of God, be making void the law; then all the 
apoſtles made it void. However, Paul ſays we. 
eſtabliſh the law through faith; and I think it would 
puzzle the learned to ſhew how the law can be eſta- 
bliſhed, to the honour of God, or to the comfort of 
his people, any other way. If preaching the faith 
of Chriſt be eſtabliſhing the law, how can it make 
it void? and if it is making it void, then all the 
primitive ſervants of God did it; for they preached 
Chriſt to the people, as the ſinner's only Saviour, 
refuge and example; and performed all their won- 
drous works by the faith of him. They did not go 
from place to place to lampoon miniſters of the 


| goſpel for Antinomians: nor did they cry out 


The 
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The law is the only rule of life, the only rule of 
action, © You muſt look with one eye to Chriſt, 
* and with the other to the law.“ Is there any 
thing in all their writings like this? Indeed the 
falſe apoſtles and miniſters of Satan run after them, 
crying out—Except ye be circumciſed, and keep 
the law of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved: but then 
the apoſtles inform us that the Devil ſent them, and 
they caution us againſt ſuch. They tell us to affirm 
conſtantly, that they which have believed in God 
might be careful to maintain good works: theſe 
things are good, and profitable unto men; bur to 
avoid fooliſh queſtions, and genealogies, and con- 
tentions, and ſtrivings, about the law; for they are 
unprofitable and vain. A man that is an heretick, 
after the firſt or ſecond admonition, reject; know- 
ing that he that is ſuch is ſubverted, and ſinneth, 
being condemned of himſelf. Titus, iii. 8, 9, 10. 
Man was not made for the law, but the law was 
made for man: nor was it made for a righteous man, 
but for the lawleſs and diſobedient ; for the ungodly, 
and for ſinners; for unholy and profane; for mur- 
derers of fathers, and murderers of mothers; for 
menſlayers; for whoremongers; for them that defile 
themſelves with mankind; for men- ſtealers, (ſuch 
as deal in the African flave-trade;) for liars; for 
perjured perſons; and if there be any other thing 
(which they hold) contrary to ſound doctrine. 1 Tim. 
i. 9. If any of thoſe gentlemen that condemn my 
| 7 doctrine 
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doctrine to you, anſwer any of the above characters, 8 
the law is made for them; and they have no right 
to run from it, unleſs God ſhould draw them to 
Chriſt, However, God has delivered me from the 
law; and I truſt grace will eyer keep me from ſuch 
things as theſe, God purifies my heart, and enables 
me to live by faith; and I have ſhewed you my faith. 
by my works. I believe that h Law and the pro- 
phets wwere until John: fince that time the kingdom of 
Gad is preached, and every man preſſeth into it, Luke 
xvi. 16. And this kingdom ſtands not in the letter 
of the law, nor in word; but in power, in righteouſ- 
neſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt: and if it 
conſiſts of righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, how can it be licentiouſneſs? If they would 
have me act as ſome of them do—talk of the holy 
law, and live in fin—I am determined not to come 
into their ſecret. If they acknowledge that the grace 
of God teaches men to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts, and makes them zealous of goed works, I agree 
with them; and, if they are for the performance of 
good works, I will vie with the beſt, let me be weighed 
in an even balance. But, to ſet Moſes's law perpe- 
tually before the eyes of all ranks of believers, is 
neither preaching the goſpel nor eſtabliſhing the law: 
and, while they are enforcing legal obedience ta 
Moſes, they, act in direct diſobedience to Chriſt 


whoſe command is, Go, preach the goſpel ta every 


creature. When thou teacheſt another, teacheſt thou 


mot 
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not thyſelf alſo? Or doſt thou teach againſt ftealing, 
and live in facrilege? make the law of Moſes the 
only rule of life to others, while thou caſteſt the 
goſpel of the grace of God behind thy back? They 
who preach the law unlawfully, and charge the 
grace of the goſpe] with licentiouſneſs, rob Chriſt 
of his honour in the church, and injure his follow- 
ers, by ſlandering their loyalty, and abuſing their 
liberty. | ; 
We know Chriſt was made of a woman, and made 
under the law; and under that yoke lived and ſerved 
in the capacity of a ſervant, and the laſt act of his 
ſervitude was obedience unto death. But, when the 
ſentence and curſe of the law were executed on him 
as our ſurety, our debt was paid, and we were re- 
deemed by him: Having aboliſhed in his fleſh the 
. enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordi- 
nances; for to make in himſelf, of twain, one new man 
fo making peace, Epheſ. ii. 15.——Blotring, out the 
hand- writing of ordinances, that was againſt us, 
which was cohtrary to us, and took it out of the 
way, nailing it to his croſs, Col. ii. 14. If it be 
objected, that the ceremonial law is meant; I anſwer, 
The ceremonial law was the Jews goſpel; it was that 
which pointed the guilty to the great Atonement : 
but it is the moral law that contains the ſentence, 
the other the ſacrifice. Sin is the tranſgreſſion of 
the moral law, and the law is the ſtrength of ſin, 
When Chriſt died, it was ta redeem: them that were 
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under the law, that we might receive the adoption 
of fons, Gal. iv. 5. When Chriſt roſe from the 


dead, he was under the law no more: for our juſtifi- 


cation he roſe, that all thoſe who are led by the Spirit 
might not be under the law, Gal. v. 18. 

How can. ſuch ſouls be without law to God, when 
he writes his law in their hearts, and puts it in their 
minds? They are of the law of faith, and are under 
that law to Chriſt, which is his eaſy yoke. They are 
new creatures, and love the law after the inner man. 
Faith worketh by love; and love in the Spirit is the 
new commandment, and is a fulfilling of the old 
one; for the whole law 1s fulfilled in one word, 
namely, Love. Love is the great thing, and weighty 
matter of the law : it obſerves all, it implies all, it 
fulfils all; it is the new commandment delivered 
unto us, in keeping which there is great reward. 
Many turned from this holy commandment in 
Peter's days; and Paul tells us, that the end of the 
commandment is charity; from which ſome ſwerved, 
and made ſhipwreck of faith and conſcience, in his 
days; and turned aſide to vain jangling, defiring to 
be teachers of the law, underſtanding neither what 
they ſay nor whereof they affirm. Unrenewed men 
cannot love the law, nor the lawgiver; and this is 
plain from their hating thoſe who are good. I be- 
lieve faith and conſcience always go together: if a 
man puts away concerning faith, his life and con- 


verſation ſoon become vain. Thoſe who are vain 
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in their imaginations have their fooliſh heart dark- 
ened; and, by profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they 
become fools. And they act the fooliſh part who 
ſend believers to the law of Moſes for rules of action, 
when they cannot ſpeak a good word, nor think a 
good thought, without the Spirit and grace of 
Chriſt. | 

Set the Lord always before thy face, and thou 
ſhalt find him at thy right-hand, fo that thou ſhalt 
not be greatly moved. The Jaw is not of faith, but 
of works; and they who are of the works of the 
law are under the curſe. Beſides, pointing a believer 
to the law is turning his mind from the object of 
faith, by. the faith of whom we are to live: .and 
canſt thou be exerciſing faith on the Son of God, 
while thou art looking to Moſes's law? Faith muſt 
have her object in view while ſhe acts, and that man 
is kept in perfect peace whoſe mind is ſtayed on the 
Lord. Habakkuk's faith led him firſt to the object 
of faith; and, when his faith was fixed, he was led 
to call upon him, Hab. i. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. And 
then expects his anſwer : I till tand upon my watch, 
and ſet me upon the tower ; and will watch to ſee what 
he will ſay unto me, and what I ſhall anſwer when I 
am reproved, Chap. ii. ver. 1. Faith and Patience 
now keep their ſtanding : Faith has ſent her petition, - 
and Hope expects an anſwer. Thus we are ſaved by 
hope; but hope that is ſeen is not hope, for what 4 
man ſeeth why doth be yet * for? But if we hope 


For 
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for that we ſee not, then do we with patience wait for 
it, as the prophet here doth. Thus Faith moves her 
fuir, Hope expects the favour ſued for, and Patience 
is exerciſed in waiting for it; and, if he waits qui- 
etly, it is a good thing: © It is good that a man 
* ſhould both wait, and quietly hope for, the ſalva- 
« tion of the Lord.” And the Lord anſwered me, 
and ſaid, Write the viſion, and make it plain upon 
tables, that he may run that readeth it. This viſion 
contains the object and myſtery of faith; and it was 


the eye of faith that ſaw this viſion, the ſum of 


which was to be written and matte plain upon tables, 
that every one that ſat down to a table to ear the 
facrifices might have it hefore his eyes, and riſe up 
and run the heavenly race ſet before him: he was to 
run in faith of the grand Sacrifice to come, namely, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and wait in hope for his ap- 
pearance; for it was the appearance of him, and the 
goſpel to be preached by him, that was the viſionz 
and the voice of it: For the viſion is yet for an ap- 
pointed time; but at the end it ſhall ſpeak, and not lye+ 
though it tarry, wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely come, 
it will: not tarry, Chap. ii. ver. 3. This is living 
by faith, and this is the way that all ſhall live: who 
are ſaved. Some of the Jews ſaid, hy ſhould I wait 
for the Lord any longer? And others contemptuouſiy 
faid, Meſſiah has loſt his legs, and will not come 
« at all. To theſe God ſpeaks; © Woe unto you 
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65 
* for you? The day of the Lord is darkneſs, and 
* not light. As if a man did flee from a lion, and 
« 2 bear met him; or went into his houſe, and 
« Jeaned his hand on the wall, and a ſerpent bit 
e him.” Amos, v. 18, 19. But there were ſome 
who held faſt the hope of the promiſe made of God 
unto our fathers: unto which promiſe they, inſtantly 
ſerving God day and night, hope to come, Acts, xxvi. 
6, 7. Theſe were found waiting for the Conſolation 
of Iſrael; and they did not wait in vain, for the 
Conſolation and Hope of Iſrael found them, 
and ſaved them. But thoſe who deſpiſed this life of 
faith found the day of the Lord to be darkneſs in- 
deed. For judgment the viſion appeared, and of 
judgment he ſpoke — that thoſe wwho ſee not might ſee, 
and that thrſe who ſee mipht be made blind. Theſe 
were the proud doers who rejected grace. Behold, 
bis ſoul which is lifted up is not upright i in him; but the 
Juſt ſhall live by his faith, Hab. ii. 4. 
Our life muſt be like theirs, if we would live to 
God here, and with him hereafter. The viſion has 
appeared; Chriſt hath been evidently ſet forth cruci- 
fied among us. The viſion did not tarry: the viſion 
has ſpoken,” and not lied; and the ſubſtance of it 
| hath been preached to you; you have heard the joy- 
ful ſound, and felt the pleaſing power; and could 
ſet to your ſeal that God is true. And what remains? 
Why, we are ſaved by hope; and are called to a 
patient waiting for the Lord from heaven, and for 
XK | ” the 
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the hope of righteouſneſs by faith; and in this pax 
tient waiting, accompanied with a patient continu- 
ance in well-doing, we are to ſeek for immortality ; 
and the promiſe is eternal life, which is promiſed to 
confidence : Caſt not away your confidence, which 
hath a great recompence of. reward, Now abideth 
Faith, by which we live; Hope, by which we are 
ſaved, and by which-the glory of God is expected; 
and Charity, which beareth all things, endureth all 
things, and loves and longs for the Lord's appear- 
ing. And what is the end? V, he ſball come to be 
glorified in his ſaints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe, (becauſe our teſtimony among you was be- 
lieved) in that day, 2 Theſſ. i. 10. Thus we muſt 
eye the promiſe made of God unto Abraham; and 
frve God, in hope to come, or in hope of the glory 
of God: Looking for that bleſſed bope, and the glori- 
ous appearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, Titus, ii. 13. * 
The voice of the viſion to us is the ſame as to the 
Jews of old: Now the juſt ſhall live by faith ; but if 
any man draw back, my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in 
him. By faith we are to live, not by the law; by 
faith we are to walk, not by ſight; by faith we are 
to live, and by faith Chriſt lives in us. Act faith 
on the Saviour, and the Saviour will act in you. 
This is the will of God concerning you; by the 
which will we are ſanctiſied, through faith in him 
who offered himſelf up once for all. This is a life that 
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no hypocrite ever knew, and a doctrine that no 
hypocrite ever loved; nor ſhall the happy poſſeſſor 
of it ever find favour, either in the eyes of the world, 
or in the eyes of carnal profeſſors, 
I once knew a man at Thames Ditton, who made 
a great profeſſion of religion before I knew any 
thing about it. There was ſomething of a ſuper- 
ficial perſuaſion on his mind, like thoſe who for a 
while believe, but in time of temptation fall away for 
want of root, In this ſuperficial confidence he was 
wonderfully lifted up; and became a reprover of all, 
and at times a teacher of all; frequently ſuſpecting 
the ſincerity of others; and at times would contra- 
dict all that I have ſaid in the pulpit. If you would 
fit and hear him talk, he was all life; but, if you 
contradicted him, though ever ſo wrong, you ftrip- 
ped him of all his fancied joys, and ſunk him to the 
' ſhades of death, till ſome wild notion ſprung up 
afreſh in his brain, and then he was the ſame as ever. 
All this while he was a Sebellian in his heart; and 
at laſt opened his mouth, and diſplayed his talents 
againſt the doctrine of the ever-adorable Trinity; 
and began to deceive others, as himſelf had been 
deceived; which was no ſmall grief of mind and 
trouble to my ſoul. However, I had a diſpute with 
him before ſome friends, and confuted him. Soon 
after, God ſtopped his mouth in a way of judgment, 
by ſweeping away his falſe hopes, and ſinking him 
into S This cut his pride, and d po 
(He his 
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his nakedneſs before many whom he had often dif- 


treſſed and wounded. At this diſpenſation he began 


to ſpurn; and to tempt God, by refuſing to labour 
for his family. When I ſaw that he provided not 
for his own houſe, I took it for granted that he had 


denied the faith, and was worſe than an infidel; and 


therefore would have no mere to do with him. 
He is now a warm advocate for the law of Moſes ; 
the works of the law are all in all with him : though 
it muſt be allowed that induſtry, honeſty, and paying 
one's lawful debts, is a better way of preaching good 
works, than by words, which are things he pays little 
regard to; this I know by experience. A few days 
ago, he called on Mr. Rogers, ſhoemaker, at Pad- 
dington; and, after ſome converſation about his own 
good works, he predicted my fall; and ſaid, it was 
ce that cur/ed dofrine of looking cut of one's ſelf that 
ce hurt him; it led him to be careleſs.” It is ſtrange 
that looking to Chriſt for ſalvation, looking to the 
hills for help, running the race ſet before us, look- 
ing to Jeſus till we are changed into the ſame image 
from glory to glory, ſhould be attended with ſuch 
dreadful conſequences! Careleſs he is in every ſenſe; 
but I think this ought to be aſcribed to himſelf and 


the devil, rather than to the grace of God. But can- 


not men make the law their only rule of life, truſt in 
the works of it, and proclaim their own merit, with- 
out curſing the doctrines of Chriſt? Vi ſhould their 
good be evil ſpoken f? This cannot be called ful- 
filling the law of righteouſneſs; for that ſays, He 

that 
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that cu. ſeth his God, let him die the death: and Mr. 
BuTLER aimed at the ſame object, when he dropped 
this ſentence on the doctrine of God, A bird of the 
air ſhall carry the voice, and that which hath wings 
ſhall declare the matter, Eceleſ. x. 20. If the goſpel 
of the grace of God doth not make a man meet for 
heaven, a dead letter, or an arm of fleſh, is not 
likely to accompliſh it: and if a man make the Sa- 
viour his enemy, it is not likely that Moſes ſhould 
be his friend, for he has already curſed thoſe who 
blaſpheme his maſter; and we know that he is noted 
for faithfulneſs, for he has ever accuſed thoſe who 
have abuſed Chriſt. This man confirms what I have 
long obſerved, namely, that thofe who cleave to the 
law hate the Saviour; and ſuch as truſt in them- 
ſelves are implacable enemies to the grace, Spirit, 
and children of God. They that are not with me are 
againſt me, ſays the Saviour; and they that gather 
not with me, ſcatter abroad. The ancient enemies 
of Chriſt curſed all his followers: This people, that 
know not the law, are curſed; and this man curſes 
the things which they follow, I mean the things 
that make for peace. 

If I am an Antinomian, only becauſe I cannot 
find any text in God's book that calls the law of 
Moſes the believer's only rule of life, what muſt _ 
this man be? And if enforcing the law be doing 
the work of an evangeliſt, he is the man, for he 
diſputes for it, and the works of it, all the day long: 
therefore he cannot be ſaid to make it void; and, 


as 
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as he is a blaſphemer of the faith, of the merit -and 


ſarisfaction of Chriſt, how can he be ſaid to eſta- 


bliſh the law? He cannot eſtabliſn it by faith, be- 
cauſe he curſes the doctrine that teaches looking to 


Jeſus: nor can curſing and ſwearing, getting in 


debt, and living in idleneſs, be called eſtabliſhing 
the law by works; for the law enforces labour, and 
ſentences to death profane curſers and ſwearers. 


I wiſh my ſiſter would tell my accufers to take up 


their pen, and detect me: it would become a miniſter 
much better than puzzling and prejudicing the 


minds of weaker veſſels. Women are not ſet in the 
front of the battle; and, if God honours them with 
faith, it is better to brace their minds with truth 
than drive them into diſputings about the law, 
which are unprofitable and vain. However, it is 
plain to me that theſe contenders for the law of 
Moſes are enemies to the Ja of truth: they never 
laid their fins to heart; nor do they give glory to 
God, by being ſtrong in his grace, and valiant for 
the law of faith; therefore I will turn the tables 
againſt them. And now, O ye prieſts, this com- 
*« mandment is for you: if ye will not hear, and if 
& ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my 
te name, ſaith the Lard of hoſts, I will even ſend a 
& curſe upon jou; and I will curſe your bleſſings ; yea, 


L have curſed them already, becauſe ye do not 
e lay it to heart. And ye ſhall know that I have 


& ſent this commandment unto you, that my covenant 
tc might be with Levi, ſaich the Lord of hoſts. 
| | cc My 
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«= My covenant of life and Peace cuas with him; and | 
ce gave them to him, for the fear wherewith he 
© feared me, and was afraid before my name. ' The 1 
« Jaw of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not 


« found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and 
« equity, and did turn many away from iniquity. 
«For the prieſt's lips ſhould keep knowledge, and 
* they ſhould ſeek the law at his mouth, for he is 
<« the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts. But ye are 
ce departed out of the way; ye have corrupted the 
* covenant of Levi, faith the Lord of hoſts.” Mal. | 
11. 1, 2; 3, 4, 57 6, 7,8 
If all this be true, it is only thoſe who know the 
plague of their own heart, and who are ſtrong in faith, 
that give glory to God. He has curſed even the bleſ- 
ſings of the prieſts who are ſtrangers to this. The 
covenant of life and peace is here called the Jaw of 
trutb; and they who hold it are ſaid to walk <vith 
God in peace and equity, and to turn many from ini- 
quity; and the lips of the prieſts ſhould keep this 
knowledge, and the people ſhould ſeek this law of 
truth at their mouth—for ſuch, and only ſuch, are the 
_ meſſengers of the Lord of hoſts: for they who ſwerve 
from this are ſaid 7 depart out of the way, and to 
cauſe many to ſtumble at the law, and to corrupt the 
covenant of Levi. This is the judgment of the Lord 
of hoſts upon this matter: Therefore have I made 
you contemptible and baſe (ſaith the Lord) Before all 
people, according as ye have not kept my ways, (which 
are the ways of life and peace) but have been partial 
in 
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in this law of truth, Mal. ii. 8, 9. If this be the 
caſe, Levi muſt have been an Antinomian, as well 
as Mr. Huntington; and theſe prieſts, whoſe bleſ- 


® ſings are curſed of God, were of the ſame caſt as 
thoſe who now oppoſe me; and ſome of them begin 


to appear as baſe and contemptible as ever they did. 
However, I hope I ſhall be ſatisfied with holding 
and enforcing this law of truth, and ſeeking the 
glory of him by whom grace and truth came. And 
I] had much rather ſee my ſiſter bedecked and fur- 
niſhed like Lemuel's virtuous woman, than find her 
contending for letter rules of action; and then I 


ſhould hear ſomething better from her than vain 


jangling, and ſomething that never leads to licen- 
tiouſneſs nor idleneſs. Strength and bonour are her 
cloathing, and ſhe ſhall rejoice in time to come. She open- 
eth her mouth with wiſdom, and in her tongue is the 
law of kindneſs. © She looketh well to the ways of 
« her houſhold, and eateth not the bread of idleneſs. 
« Her children riſe up, and call her bleſſed; her huſ- 
C band alſo, and he praiſeth her. Many daughters 


c have done virtuouſly, but ſuch excel them all.” 
Prov. xxxi. This is God's characteriſtic of a virtu- 


ous woman, and her actions; and it is the wiſdom that 
is from above, and the /aw of kindneſs in Chriſt Jeſus, 
that makes her act as ſhe does. Yea, ſaith the Spirit; 
and ſo fays the daily experience of 


Thy humble ſervant to command, 


WrncnHesTFR Row, 


. Far. 24, 1789. Wu. HuNTINGTON. 


To 


” 


MRS. R. J. AT Bo—No—D. 


DEAR Mapan, 


Your kind letter came to hand; and I 
am thankful that any attempt of mine, ſhould be 
either owned or honoured of God. You needed not 
have taken any pains in deſcribing the perplexing 
workings of your mind. You never got out of the 
reach of my experience of law-terrors, rebellion, 
and legal pride: I know the road well; my eye pur- 
ſued you through all the ſtrange labyrinths which 
you paſſed; and I knew what cold entertainment 
you would meet with on that path. I know what it 
is to build towers to reach heaven without counting 
the coſt : I have ſpent much time and toil in eſta- 
bliſhing my own righteouſneſs, waſhing the Æthi- 
opian white, and changing the leopard's ſpots ; 
and I knew that your profits would ariſe. to the 
| ſame amount that mine did, namely, ſhame and 
| confuſion of face. 
1 neyer ſaid that the law was not a rule of life to 
the unbelieving bond children; I believe it is in 
| | L every 
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every ſenſe. Moſes tells them, That it ſhall be 
te their righteoufneſs if they obſerve to do all the 
ce things of this law.” Paul ſays, © The doer of the 
. Jaw ſhall be juſtified,” The prophets declare, 
«© That if a man doth them, he ſhall live in them.“ 
And Chriſt ſays, If thou wilt enter into life, keep 
* the commandments.” And we know that all who. 
are in the fleſh do expect eternal life by the works of 
the law. Theſe things cannot be ſpoken againſt; nor 
will any natural man ever oppoſe this way to heaven: 
nor does the Devil himſelf; for he knows, as well as 
we do, that Moſes never caſt out devils; and he 
knows that the kingdom of God is not graven on 
tables of ſtone; theſe never make Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven: this way has ever ſeemed right 
10 a man; nor is there one in ten thouſand who will 
believe the end thereof to be the ways of death, till he 
is ſafely arrived in hell; and then, Chriſt ſays, he 
will lift up his eyes, being in torment. The offence 
of the. croſs does not attend the works of the law : 
the law is not of faith, but the man who does thoſe 
things ſhall live in them. 

Far be it from me to wrong either the elect or 
reprobate: God tells me to give @ portion to ſeven, 
and alſo to eight. I ever faid that unconverted 
miniſters of the letter are under the law, for the im- 
preſſion of the type on the paper 1s all they have 
to hope in; and we know that the letter killeth, but 
t is the Spirit that giveth life. And this appears in 
LAX their 
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their miniſtry; for they call experience, that worketh. 
hope, Enthuſiaſm; and God's revealing bis Son in his. 
people, or, Chriſt manifeſting himſelf to theſe whom 
God has given him out of the world, New Revela- 
tions; and charge the grace of God with licentiouſꝰ 
neſs. Theſe cannot be partakers of grace; nor are 
they born again of the Spirit. Such as theſe ſhould 
not meddle with the goſpel ; God himſelf rebukes 
them for taking his covenant in their mouth, - 
The children of old Adam are right in contending 
for legal preachers; for the voice of the law is to 
theme know that what things ſoever the law 
faith, it ſaith to them that are under the law. And; 
as for their ſneering and mocking at the children of 
God, they act in character. God has put enmity 
between the ſeed of the ſerpent and that of the wo- 
man: He that was after the fleſh perſecuted him that 
was by promiſe; and ſo it is uow, and will be to 
the end. 
I an fully perſuaded, and my own conſcioncd 
bears me witneſs, that all thoſc who have ſworn to, 
and ſubſcribed the Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, and afterwards turn aſide to vain -jangling, 
and preach up the law, free-will, fleſnly works, 
and abuſe the grace of God; that they are all under 
the law, as their only rule of life; and will undoubr: 
edly be damned by it, unleſs they are perfect as the 
law is perfect: for the curſe is as ſure as the bleſſing, 
and has got the oath of God. to ſecure it. He has 
| ASS x7 {worn 
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ſworn in his wrath that they ſhall not enter into his 
reſt; and the law is made for all liars, for perjured 
perſons, and if there be any thing | which they hold] 
contrary to ſound dotirine, i Tim. i. 10. Let no 
perſon, therefore, charge me with a denial of theſe 
things, for I never did deny the law being the only 
rule of action for thoſe who begin in the Spirit and 
end in the fleſh; or, in plain words, who begin with 
the goſpel, and end in the law; for God declares 
that ſuch are fallen from grace, (or their profeſſion of 
it) and that Chriſt ſpall profit them nothing. Theſe 
| things none can gainſay or reſiſt. All that I contend 
for is this, that the law and it's curſe cannot be ſe- 
parated. He who brings a profeſſing man under 
the law, brings him into bondage, and under the 
ſentence of God. Bring him under the yoke of the 
law, as his only rule of life and action; make him 
obedient to it, and make him act and work under 
it; and the Scripture ſays, he is of the works of the 
law; and, as many as art of the works of the law 
are under the curſe. Such a man is for legal works; 
of works he ſpeaks; and under the curſe he is, 
Wrath works in him directly, and will work in him 
perpervally all the time he ſtays there, Grace works 
not in him; nor are his works the works of faith, 
nor labours of love, nor the fruits of the Spirit. 
The law is not of faith; under grace he doth not 


abide; nor does Chriſt profit him wy OR while 
he ſticks to that Lanes | 


If 
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If my ſiſter cannot believe this, let her watch the 
confuſion and deadneſs of many of the ſermons that 
ſhe hears; the covetouſneſs that appears in ſuch, 
preachers; their implacable enmity againſt Chriſt, 


and them that preach him; and ſhe will find that 


goſſipping, tatling, tippling, backbiting, narrow- 
neſs, bigotry, ſelf-love, ſclt-ſecking, and railing at 
the power of religion, are the things that attend 
many of theſe unconverted miniſters of the letter; 
and of en at ſixty, or ſeventy years of age, you will 


ſee them ſoft, cottiſh, effeminate, doating about 


wedlock, and crawling alive with wanton. amours. 
And it cannot be otherwiſe; for they that are in the 
fleſh, the mutions of fins, which are by the law, do work 
in their members to bring forth fruit unto death, Rom. 
vii. 6. Sin takes occaſion by the commandment, and 
works in them all manner of concupiſcence, Rom. vil. 8. 
Theſe are ſome of the good works that are to be 
found in .theſe perjured hypocrites and moderate 
Calviniſts, and in all who are enemies to the grace 
of God. Nothing can purify the heart but living 
faith and atoning blood; nothing can ſubdue fin but 
grace; and, without Chriſt man can do nothing but 
| fin; If God doth not keep man, man cannot keep 
-bimſelf.. The motions of ſins are by the law; the 
ſtrength of fin is the law; and the devil leads the 
ſinner captive at his will. 

ec Practical holineſs, is a term I do not REP EY 
Rand. One half of the pompous phraſes which now | 
| | creep 
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creep into pulpits will not bear the balance of corn- 


mon ſenſe. Holineſs can neither be fetched from 
the law of Moſes nor from a carnal heart; nor is it 
a thing to be put in practice by free- will, or an arm 


of fleſh. There is none ſupremely holy but One; 


that is, God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
Chriſt is the Holy One of his people; and they who: 
are purged from fin by his blood, ſanctified by his 
Spirit, in covenant, in favour, and in ſpiritual 
union with him, are compleat in him, their head; 
who is made of God unto them righteouſneſs and 
ſanctification. Such are new creatures, Created in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs; and it is God, and 
none elſe, who humbles them, and ſanctifies them. 
He 'chaſtens us for our profit, that we may be partakers 
of his holineſs. Such perſons are holy people; they 
walk in union with Chriſt, as the only way; and un- 
der the influence of the Spirit they live: they receive 
a ſupply of the Spirit of Chrift as they ſtand in need, 
live in the fear of God, walk humbly with him, 
and labour to keep a conſcience void of offence to- 
ward him. All who are deſtitute of this, and ftran- 
gers to it, have no more real holineſs than Satan 
himſelf: it is only an outward ſhew, which the 


| Scriptures call waſhing the platter, whiting the 


wall, or painting the ſepulchre. 
The law obeyed, and diſarmed of it's curſe, is in 


the heart of the Mediator, who is Judge of quick 
_ dead, and therefore keeps the keys of hell and 


of 
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of death. The believer is under the law to Chriſt ; 
and they that are his have crucified the fleſh, with the 
affections and luſts: ſuch are delivered from the law; 
and againſt ſuch there is no law, and fin is not imputed 
where there is no law, I do inſiſt upon it, that if a 


| believer be brought to the law of Moſes, to be un- 


der it, in any other ſenſe, that fin ſtares him im the 
face, wrath works in his heart, his enmity is ſtirred 
up, bondage ſcizes him, and deſpondency or de- 
ſpair will fink him, unleſs be Jaw of the Spirit of 
life make him free from the law of fin and death. 
God hears all their contentions for the law of 
works; and is the beſt judge how their life, walk, 
and actions, agree with that rule; and, no deubr, 
he will judge them by that rule for which they con- 
tend: and it will be well if, when God lays righte- 
ouineſs to the line, and judgment to the plummet, 
there be no refuges of lyes for the hail to ſweep 
away; if their hearts, lives, and actions, have been 


as pure as their words and pretences. And it is 


well for ſuch as you and I that Chriſt came into 
this world to ſave ſinners; and that he was made 
fin for us, who knew no ſin, that we might be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in him, Bleſſed are they 
who are born again. Bleſſed are they who love 
God, and believe in his dear Son: he righteouſneſs 
of the law is fulfilled in them, who walk not oe the 
feſp, but after the Pirit. 

I ſhall 
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I ſhall conclude with counſel that never came 
from Sinai.—Hearken, O daughter, and conſider 
incline your ear to what hath been faid ; forſake the 
fleſhly family, and your old father Adam's houſe : 
ſo ſhall the King of kings greatly deſire thy beauty. 


« He is thy Lord, and worſhip thou him,” faith 


the Father of mercies, who hath loved us with an 
everlaſting love. In the bond of which, I ſubſcribe 
myſelf your ſervant to command in' this preſent 


ſtate, and a joint partaker with you of the glory 
that ſhall be revealed. 


2 | 
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AND SAMPSON SAID, I WILL NOW PUT FORTH A RIDDLY 
UNTO YOU, IF YOU CAN CERTAINLY DECLARE IT WITHIN 
THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE FEAST: AND THEY SAID, Pur 
FORTH THY RIDDLE, THAT WE MAY HEAR IT. 


JUDGES, xiv. 12, 13- 


82 


Fl 


: IN gloomy viſions of the night, 
I ſaw a formleſs form appear: 
Amazement ſeiz'd me at the ſight, 
Which fill'd me with tormenting fear, 


Abaſh'd, I fled; but he purſu'd, | 
Yet neither ran, nor walk'd, nor fled: 
His ſhapeleſs ſhape- would till intrude, 
Nor could I ſhun the monſter's dread. 


I ſaw his body act and move, 
But form'd like no created race: 
In darkeſt paths he loves to rove, 
Vet never ſhuns to ſhew his face. 
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Long time I ſtood in fright, to gaze, 
And view this exhibition ſtrange : 


My mind was fill'd with great amaze, 


To ſee the moving monſter range. 


Bow'd with old age, in hoary hairs, 

| Yet ſeeks the crown, and royal horn: 

He liv'd and mov'd five thouſand years 
Before begot, conceiv'd, or born. 


I fought and ſtrove, with groans and tears, 
To drive the rebel from my home; 

And, though he brings a thouſand fears, 
I always love to ſee him come. 


He's caus'd my mind the utmoſt ſmart, 
And from his preſence oft I flee; 

And, though we live ſome miles apart, 
He never was one mile from me. 


I cdurt his wrath, ſome court his ſmiles; 
In every houſe he finds his home: 


He dwells throughout the Britiſh iſles, 


Yet only rents one ſingle room. 


The lion bold he dar'd oppoſe, - 
With warlike ſcorn defy'd his rage; 


From out his den in fury roſe, 


Although five thouſand years of age. 
And 
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And why ſurpriz'd to hear the date? 
He is not twice the age of me: 

And tho' his years appear ſo great, 
There's women older now than he. 


Long did this dreadful battle laſt, 
But ſtill the monſter wav'd his paw; 
And, tho' of ſavage, brutal caſt, 


"1 He yet obſerv'd the rules of law. 


I ſaw the warlike hero yield; 


I ſaw him taken, try'd, and lain; 
I ſaw him bury'd on the field, | } 
Yet he reviv'd, and liv'd again. 


Diſan'd again, and put to flight, 
The dawn of day he try'd to ſhun; 

And, tho? confin'd in ſhades of night, 
He roſe again, and fought the Sun, 


This foe hath won a thouſand fields, * 
And been by millions put to flight: 
To impotence he often yields, - 
And yet reſiſts immortal might! 


Yea, countleſs hoſts have been employ'd, 
_ Equipp'd and arm'd with might and ſkill: 
From endleſs date he's been deſtroy'd, 
And yet exiſts, and always will, 
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His body's void of form or ſhape, 
Like monſters ſeen from foul embrace: 
Yet few there are his charms eſcape; 
He ſtill begets eternal race. 


He's not a man, nor yet a brute; 
He's neither reptile, fowl, nor fiend : 


. Yet has a voice, tho' always mute; 


And God doth oft his cries attend. - ; 


Defy'd he is by ſmall and great, 
Yet none, at times, refuſe his call; 

Deteſted with the utmoſt hate, 
Yet lov'd and ſerv'd by one and all. 


By high and low in great eſteem: 
The crowned head will condeſcend ; 
Both youth and age wil] mourn for him; 
And yet he always kills his friend. 


Oppos'd, at times, by all at large, 

And oft engag'd by num'rous hoft ; 

And thoſe who give the warmeſt charge, 
Are chiefly them that love him moſt. 


The bluſhing damſel yields her charms; 


Defenceleſs falls before his woo : 


Yet nought but death attends his arms; 
He flew his fire, and mother too. 


His 
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His parentage 'tis hard to trace; 

His ancient riſe few underſtand: 
He never had a ſenior race, 

He's neither angel, brute, nor man. 


A body void of fleſh and blood; 

Of joint or member, as we call; 
And yet, ſo anxious after food, 
He preys on friends, yea, foes, and all. 


He wears the robe, the crown, and ring; 
He ſways the ſceptre, fills the throne: 
For him they mourn, of him they ſing; 
He makes their mirth, and makes their groan. 


By thouſands curs'd to endleſs woe, 
While thouſands love to hear his fame; 

Yet, he's compriz'd in number Two; 
Yea, couch'd beneath a ſingle name. 


The pleaſing ridings. he hath told, 

Hath fill'd my mind with heavenly glee: 
I've wiſh'd his curſe a thouſand fold, 

Yet he's a faithful friend to me. 


Both friends and foes he puts to ſhame, 
Yet knows no fear, nor yet diſmay : 

When heaven and earth ſhall ſhake their frame, 
He'll dauntleſs ſtand the dreadful day, 


* 
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*Tis near to me he loves to dwell, 
Ard likes to hear of heavenly love. 
Tho? only ſuch are doom'd to hell, = 
We hope to ſce him crown'd above. 


By whom deſcended, or from whence, 
Is what no mortal can dilclole : 
A creature, too, in every ſenſe; 


2 2 
* . 


Pur who his firſt creation knows ? 


Now, if my reader longs to know, 
And have-his mind reliev'd from doubt; 
| Then let him with my heifer plow, 
And he may find my Riddle out. 
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Sox OF MAN, PUT FORTH A RIDDLE: AND SPEAK A PaRtABLE 
UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND SAY, THUS SAITH THE 
LokD God, A GREAT EAGLE, WITH GREAT WINGS, LONG. 
WINGED, FULL OF FEATHERS, AND OF DIVERS COLOURS, 

. CAME UNTO LEBANON, AND TOOK THE HIGHEST BRANCH 
OF THE CEDAR, | | EZEK. xvii. 2, 3. 


— 


ANp theſe ye ſhall have in abomination among 
ce the fowls; they ſhall not be eaten; they are an 
« abomination: The eagle, the frage, and the 
* ofprgy, and the. vulture, and the kite after his 
kind; every raven after his kind; and the owl, 
« and the zight-hawk, and the cuckow, and the 
« little owl, and the cormorant, and the great owl, 
« and the /evan, and the Pelican, and the grer-eaple, 
e and the flork, the heron after her kind, and the 
e Japwing, and-the bat.” Levit. xi. 13. | 

Are fowls, which are the work of God's hands, 
an abomination! So it ſeems; and therefore mult 
not be eaten, heing ſet aſide 2s unclean. Then how 
| comes it to paſs that, when the ſheet was let down 
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64 from heaven, (to Peter) knit at the four corners, 
8 containing beaſts of the earth, wild beaſts, creeping © 
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ce things,” and fozv!s of the air, he ſhould be com- 
manded to ariſe, kill, and eat? Acts, x. 11, 12, 13. 
Peter, knowing ſuch were unclean by the law, ſays, 
Not ſo, Lord; for J have never eaten any thing that is 
common or unclean. But what God hath cleanſed 
muſt not be called common; and what he hath not 
cleanſed is ſtill common and unclean. If fo, then 
Moſes's ſhoal of unclean fowls are now to be found 
in a certain cage called a great city. The ſpiritual 
whore of Babylon keeps them as carnal whores keep 


lap- dogs and parrots. This comment is publiſhed 


by an angel from heaven: © And after theſe things 
« ] ſaw another angel come down from heaven, 
« having great power; and the earth was lightened 
cc with his glory. And he cried mightily, with a 
<« ſtrong voice, ſaying, © Babylon the great is fallen, 
&« is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, 
« and the hold of every foul ſpirit, and a cage of 
e every unclean and hateful bird. Rev. xviii. 1, 2. 
Thus Moſes's collected avzary and the angel's cage 
are now found together. A ſword upon the inbabi- 
tants of Babylon: the owls ſhall dwell there, Jer. I. 
ce Tt ſhall be an habitation for dragons, and a court 
cc for owls: the cormorant and the bittern ſhall poſ- 
ce ſeſs it; the owl and the raven ſhall dwell in it; 
ce the wild beaſt of the deſart ſhall meet with the 
e wild beaſts of the iſland, and the ſatyr ſhall cry to 


* 


c his fellow; the ſcreech-owl alſo ſhall reſt there: 


* 


there ſhall the vultures alſo be gathered, every 
one 


& 
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te one with his mate. Seek ye out of the book of the 
e Lord, and read: no one of theſe ſhall fail, none 
& ſhall want her mate; for my mouth it hath com- 
% manded, and his Spirit it hath gathered them.” 
Ifa. xxxiv. Surely this cage is Job's congregation 
of deſolate hypocrites, Job, xv. 34. of whom he ſays, 
that in heart they heap up wrath, Job, xxxvi. 13. 
Then no Peter will ever be commanded to kill and 
eat theſe, whatever his pretended Succeſſor may do. 

The O/ifrage and Oſpray are all eagles, which ſhall 
not_ be eaten, ſays Moſes. Why? Becauſe he is 
the king of birds, and yet a bird of prey. An un- 
merciful warrior, with ſuperabounding ſtrength, is 
terrible: he is a repreſentation of thoſe hypocrites 
who are ſaid to eat up the Lord's people as they eat 
bread; but the flock of Chriſt are not zo bite and de- 
vour one another. | 

Not a Yulture, becauſe he is too voracious, too 
greedy: he will eat any thing, and minds nothing 
but eating. We read of ſome whoſe god is their 
belly ; but the real Chriſtian muſt be choice in his 
food, and eat to the ſatisfying of his ſoul when he is 
hungry... ; 

The Kite ſhall not be eaten: no, for he has robbed 
many a poor farmer's dame of her young poultry; 
and there are a ſort of hypocrites who make it their 
buſineſs to ſeduce the feeble and unſtable ones, 
whom Chriſt gathers together, even as a hen gathereth 
ber chickens under ber wings. 


N | Nor 
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Nor the Raven, becauſe he is not black and comely, 
but all black; not as the ents of Kedar and curtains 
of Solomon, but as the tents of Kedar altogether. Be- 
ſides, he is a very foul feeder; nor was he contented 
within the ark : nor to be truſted; for, being ſent 
forth by Noah, he returned no more; he neither 
brought tidings to the reſt, nor returned to ſee what 
became of them. We read of hypocrites whoſe feet 
abide not in their houſe, and who bring forth fruit to 
themſelves, but are not grieved for the aſftiction of 
Foſeph, It is true, he was employed to feed the 
prophet Elijah, which may be viewed as a retrieval 
of his honour; but this is no more than a figure of 
the earth's helping the woman when ſhe fled into the 
wilderneſs from the face of the Serpent, and from 
myſtical Jezebel, as Elijah fled from the Devil and | 
Jezebel the witch. 

Nor the Night-hawk : no, for he hates the light, 
nor will he come to it. He is a bird of the night, 
and of darkneſs; typical of thoſe hypocrites who pin 
their faith upon the carnal wiſdom of men, rage 
and are confident, and yet hate the doctrines of the 
Bible. They who ſpeak not according to that wor, 
have no light in them; nor are their followers chil- 
dren of light, or of the day, but of the night, and of 


darkneſs. 


Nor the Cuckotv; for he never uſes but one note; 
nor is he heard but in the pleafant part of the year. 
When the winter is paſt, and the rain over and gone, 

then 


*. 
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| then he comes forth with his vain repetitions, utter- 


ing nothing but his own name. He ſucks the eggs 


of other birds, to clear his pipe, and leaves his own 
for them to hatch. Typical of thoſe hypocrites 
whoſe religion lies all in proſperity, but dilappears 
in adverſity ; whoſe ſermons, hymns, converſation, 
and profeſſion, are only one ſuperficial round, 
learned by rote; who favour of nothing but them- 
ſelves; ſeek nothing but their own applauſe; ſteal 
matter and words from the ſaints, only to exalt 
* themſelves, and deceive the ſimple ; who live in fin, 
and call others Antinomians. Such are ſtrangers 
to God, and far from him by wicked works; ſeek- 
ing nothing but themſelves, ſuppoſing that gain is 
godlineſs. The cuckow is a foreigner, and but a 


hawk at beſt. Away with him! Our own pe pe bird 


will proclaim the Spring come, as well and ſooner 
than he. 

Nor the Cormorant; for he is a mere glutton, al- 
ways paddling in dirty water, and hunting after fiſh. 
We read of ſome who are like the troubled ſea, 


caſting up mire and dirt; and who followed Chriſt 


for leaves and fiſhes. 

Nor the Owl; for his head is too big. He hates 
the ſun ; looks big with a deal of plumage, but his 
body is as light as cork. And there are a fort of 


hypocrites whoſe religion lies all in the head; who 


never could look the Sun of Righteouſneſs in the 


face; and who, notwithſtanding their plumage of 
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\ 


ſelf-righteouſneſs, are, in the balance of the ſanctu- 
ary, altogether /ighter than vanity, 

Nor the Swan; for he is too much like them who. 
are clean in their orun eyes, though never waſhed from 
their filthineſs. He is emblematical of the fleſhly 
ö perfectioniſt, who makes clean the outſide of the 
cup and platter, till he appears like the whited ſe- 
pulchre. But, notwithſtanding the yellow beak and 
white plumage of this bird, he is a purſuer of the 
J/hes; his feet and legs are as black as Satan himſelf, 
| and there is little within him but flags and ruſhes. 
® Nor the Pelican, for he feeds on ſerpents and rep- 
tiles; an emblem of thoſe who feed upon doctrines 
i1 of devils: and, as this bird is ſaid to feed her young 
| with her own blood, they imitate her who embrace 
| the lyes of Satan, and damn their own fouls by de- 
ceiving others. 

Nor the Stork, for he is a bird of paſſage; and, as 
the prophet ſays, very ſagacious in knowing the 
times of going and coming. An emblem of time- 
ſervers, who follow that preacher of whom the 
. world ſpeaks higheſt; a lover of a rich and large 
| congregation; and who loves to ſtick cloſeſt where 
there is moſt hanging on; and never to gird his 
harneſs ſo tight, but that he may throw it off, or 
| wield about, as times change. Such are unſtable in 
all their ways, never fixed, always upon the wing; 
while thoſe who ſtay at home divide the ſpoil. | 
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Nor the Heron, for he is after the fiſnes; and a 
dreadful enemy to the eyes: if ever he ſtrikes, it is 
at them. He is a lofty flier; loves to be alone by 
the water; is never ſeen upon rocks; and is re- 
markable for his long legs and long neck. He 
points out ſome who are oft in the miry elay, but 
never on the Rock; who often ſtrike at the diſcern- 
ing eye of the wiſe, yet fly loftily in their own legal 
performances: but their legs are too feeble to carry 
the croſs; and their head, like that of the heron, is 
too far from their ſhoulders; they make à fair ſbew 
of a voluntary humility, but never hold the Head. 
Nor the Lapwing, for he is ſeldom or never found 
but upon the harren heath, and never uſes more than 
one ſqueaking note. He reſembles thoſe who rebel 
againſt the goſpel; and make a perpetual cry about 
their own perſonal righteouſneſs, while under the 
curſe of the law and the wrath of God. Theſe are 
left, like the lapwing, upon the barren heath. 
« Thus faith the Lord, Curſed is the man that 
« truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh his arm; ant 
ce whoſe heart departeth from the Lord: for he ſhall. 
« ge like the heath in the deſart, and ſhall not ſee when 
te good cometh,” Jer. xvii. 5. God brings out thoſe 
who are bound with chains, ut the rebellious dwell 
in a dry land. | | 
Nor the Baz, for he is neither beaſt nor bird : 4 
nor is he, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, amphibious, becauſe, 
he hates the water; yet he is ranked amongMand 


7 does - 


i * * 
* 0 5 — 1 
. — G - 
we a? * a 
* 


0 
SW * ; 
as 41 6 
1 W - 


94 | A RULE AND A RIDDLE, &c. 
does conclude, the ſhoal of fowls; and is a lively 


' repreſentation of every ſpecies of hypocrites, for they 


are, in ſome ſenſe, amphibious; they are not all 
devil, becauſe they have fleſh; they are not all man, 
becauſe fo much of the devil; they are not ſaints, 
becauſe deſtitute of grace; and yet not altogether + 
ſinners, becauſe they have the ſheep's cloathing. 
In ſhort, they have the fleece of a ſheep, the devo- 
tional form of a ſaint, the nature and figure of a 
man, the actions of a brute, and the ſpirit and ma- 
lice of a devil. 


Among all the fowls that were deemed unclean 
under the law, the Holy Ghoſt has choſen one tribe 
from all the reſt, to ſet forth the elect of God; and 


this lot is fallen to the Eagle. And it is to be ob- 


ſerved, that the name of this bird ſtands firſt on the 
liſt of Moſes, as an emblem of the ſaints; and the 


Bat, typical of devils and hypocrites, ſtands laſt, 
Lev. xi. 13, 19. This act of divine ſovereignty, 
this diſcriminating token of divine favour, is deemed 


partiality by all the reſt of the plumed tribes. What 
ſhould be attributed to uncontroulable ſovereignty, 
good pleaſure, and unmerited grace, is aſcribed to 


partiality and injuſtice, if not to hypocriſy. On this 
ground the following contention aroſe. The lot is 


caſt to the eagles, the whole diſpoſal of which is of 


; the Lord. On which account an eternal ſeparation 


dock place; and contention conled "mas the eagles, 
but 
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but not on the fide of the others. The lot cauſeth 
<* contention to ceaſe, and parteth between the 
ce mighty,” Prov. xviii. 18. The other tribes of 
the wood were greatly exaſperated, Firſt, At this 
unconditional election. Secondly, Becauſe the eagles 
were mentioned by a divine Oracle in honourable 
terms, while the others were ſlightly named. Third- 
ly, Becauſe they were not made with an equal ſhare- 
of wing. Fourthly, Becauſe they were not endued. 
with ſtrength of eye-ſight, or favoured with the grant 
of looking at the fun. Fifthly, Becauſe a ſort of 
ſecond ſovereignty was granted to the Eagle, he be- 
ing called the king of birds; which was viewed as a 
total eclipſe of their honour. This will ever ſet hard 
on thoſe zwho receive honour one of another, and not the 
honour that comes from God only. On theſe accounts 
the ſucceeding conſpiracy was hatched; which broke 
out into open hoſtilities, as ſoon as the following voice 
of divine ſovereignty was echoed through the woods. 


As an EaGLE STIRRETH UP HER NEST, FLUTTERETH OVER - 
HER YOUNG, SPREADETH ABROAD HER WINGs, TAKETH 
THEM, BEARETH THEM ON HER WINGS; so THE LORD ALONE . 
PID LEAD JACOB, AND THERE WAS NO STRANGE GOD WITH 
HIM, | DEUT. xxxII. 17, 12. 


THE SAINTS TRIUMPH. 


As Eagles ſtir their own prolifick neſts, 
To warm alike the eggs on which ſhe reſts; 


And flutters o'er her young and tender brood, .,. 


- 


To keep them warm, as well as give them food: * 
She 


\ 8 


Ar * 
+ 
k & : 


| * 
t - 


x 


— wn} 


96 A RULE AND A RIDDLE, &c. 


She ſpreads her wings, and takes them up on high, 


To teach her tender neſtlings how to fly: 
If found too weak the pinion to maintain, 


She ſkims beneath, and bears them back again. 


So did the Lord give favour'd Jacob reſt, 


And taught him where by faith to build his neſt : 
He ſtirr'd him up from off his native lees, 


Nor let his ſoul compound with carnal eaſe, 


The dove-like Spirit hover'd o'er his mind, 
And rais'd his ſoul to live a life divine: 

Still upward borne, as on the eagle's wing, 
He found the Sun that makes eternal ſpring. 


Long did he live by faith that works by love, 
And fetch'd his conſolations from above ; 
Taught by his God impending wrath to flee; 
Nor did he know, or own, a God but he. 


His conſtant Guide protects his pilgrimage, 
And crowns with joys divine his lateſt ſtage. 
He tells the ſafety of his myſtic race, 

And clos'd his eyes to ſee JEnovan's face. 


THE 
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THE 
LAMENTATION OF BABEL, 


DESPERATE RAGE OF HER GAOL-BIRDS, 


TN E Owls and Bats, in mournful note, complain'd, 
The Eagles had the higher region gain'd; 

Propos'd a council, with intent to try 

To pluck their pinions, leſt they ſoar too high. 


They lodg'd a charge againſt their peering eyes, 
Which pierce their maſk, and ken their dark diſguiſe: 
Their warlike beak, it's force too ſharp and hard, 
By which their candid breaſts had oft been marr'd. 


With rage they burn to hear Jenovan's voice 
Pronounce the Eagles objects of his choice. 

ce They ſtir their neſt, and bear their young away, 
ce As if none taught their young to fly but they.“ 


With wild ferment theſe nightly tribes convene, 
Againſt their peers, and how to curb their ſpleen: 
An herald cry'd throughout the filent wood, 
And all the ſummon'd tribes aſſembled ſtood, 
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A SWORD UPON THE CHALDEANS, SAITH THE LORD; AND UPON 
THE INHABITANTS OF [MYSTICAL] BABYLON, JER. L.—— 
THORNS SHALL COME UP IN HER PALACES, NETTLES AND 
 BRAMBLES IN HER FORTRESSES: AND IT SHALL BE AN HA- 
BITATION FOR DRAGONS, AND A Cour rox OwLs. 

ISA. XxxIv.. 13. 


— — 


| THE 
DUTIFUL CHILD OF NATURE; 


OR, 


THE WATCHMAN's PLEA. 


F ORTH came the Owl, the firſt conſpirator, 

His looks reflecting majeſty and war. 

All clapp'd their wings, and ſpread them forth for flight, 
As if reſolv'd to ſhun the ſhades of night 


« Aſſembled friends, you know my care for you; 
e Merit I claim, for merit is my due. 

cc From age to age have I unblemiſh'd ſtood, 

ce The only watch, the guardian of the wood. 


<« When you at reſt, and each was off his guard, 
« From vale to vale my ſolemn call was heard. 

“ Your creeping foes have felt my talon'd ſhaft, 
ce Yet no expence for lanthorn, or for ſtaff. 


ce The dreary deſarts I have rang'd at large, 
ce And never murmur'd, nor forſook my charge: 
« Mperein I'm call'd, therein to move is right; 

- © Unleſs diſturb'd, I ever ſhunn'd the light. 


cc It 
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te Tt is not mine; it is a common cauſe, 
Each in his ſphere obeying Nature's laws. 
The Eagle's call'd to meet the riſing ſun, 
« While we are doom'd to dwell in Babylon.“ 


So ſpake the Owl, ſo ends the rural ſage, 
While all the ſynod ſtood enflam'd with rage. 
Each paramount with hoſtile ſcorn was fir'd, 
Againſt the ſovereigns of the wood conſpir'd. 


—yv—V— — 
1 


Tü EY [SATIN TSI] SHALL MOUNT UP WITH WINGS As EAGLES; 
THEY SHALL RUN, AND NOT BE WEARY; WALK, AND NOT 
FAINT, ISA. XL. 31. IN THAT Day a MAN SHALL CAST 
HIs IDOLS OF SILVER, AND His IDOLS OF GOLD, WHICH THEY 
MADE FOR THEMSELVES TO WORSHIP, TO THE MoLEs, AND 


TO THE BATS. ISAIAH, 11. 30. 
THE 
STAUNCH CHURCHMAN, 


HIS STRONG REASONS, 


F ORTH came the Bat; and, with ſagaſtic air, 
Silence was call'd, and all was mute, to hear 
« juſtify the father guardian's plea, 

* And now reveal the wrong ſuſtain'd by me. 
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56 I need not urge before the noble court, 

« Religious fame can never want report. 

J ſeldom leave the ſteeple, or the porch ; 
And may be ſtil'd the ranger of the church. 
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From tomb to tomb, unweary'd, I parade; 


| «& Fearleſs, frequent the manſions of the dead: 


« When all forſake the conſecrated ſpot, 
« Here I reſide, and ſtill maintain my lot. 


* When thoughtleſs crowdstheir worldly cares purſue, 
* Alone I range the chancel and the pew: 

« Her lofts, her bells, her ſteeple, and her roof, 

« Have 1 admir'd when all have ſtood aloof. 


* The books, the cuſhion, caſſock, and the gown, 
Each I ſurvey as I purſue my round: 
« From this my ſtation ſeldom known to ſtray, 


I watch by night, and here I reſt by day. 


« When wild ſchiſmatics from her altars flee, 
ce She's never been deſerted once by me: 
« I merit more than all the eagle race, 


« Who make her ſtable walls my dwelling-place. 


« Are birds of prey by partial love preferr'd, 

«© While conſtant churchmen loſe their juſt reward? 
« Shall ſtrolling gueſts a ſovereign bounty ſhare, 

« While I have paid my conſtant viſits there? 


4 


Shall eagles riſe, and thus in favour ſhine; 
« And wear a crown by right of merit mine? 


« T'velong obſerv'd their flight, contemptuous throw, 
Your idols to the moles and bats foall go. — 


A 


0 


« Nor 
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« Nor do I claim to wear the crown alone; | 
% *Tis due to you, and due to every one. 

Shall foes, like them, be free from age to age, 
* While we are coop'd and pereh d in Babel 's cage? 


A 
A 


© Let each adviſe what method to purſue, _. 
« Or try, for once, what force of arms can do.”— 


So ſpake the Bat; and clos'd with penſive mood, 
While every ſage in conſternation ſtood. 


Your GooDnNnEss 18 AS THE MORNING CLOUD; AND, AS TUR 
EARLY DEW, IT Gon AWAY. ; HOS. vi. 4. 


THE 


TIME- SERVER, 


AND 


HIS CONVENIENT PROFESSION. 


TIE Cuckow to apologize began, 
As being not a native of the land. 
Not forward he in this rebellious ſtir, 


But claim'd the priv'lege of a foreigner. 7 
« 'Tis I, my friends, of all that uſe the wing, E 
« Am made to bear the ridings of the Spring; 

te And keep my time as punctualas the day: | 

* never err'd, nor miſs'd the month of May. 3 


c 


A 


I make the heart of man himſelf rejoice; | 
The fick, the lame, are glad to hear y voice, 
« Some watch the night; but I obſerve the year, 
© And bear the joyful WP far and near. 
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L ever ſound my own deſerved fame, 
0 Nor dare to boaſt of others worth or name. 
«With care I feel the temper of thgyclime; 
*« The ſofteſt ſeaſon is my favour'd time. 


vs 
«© While others chuſe to ſtand immod'rate heat, 
J count it then my wiſdom to retreat. 
C Not made to bear the heat of ſummer's noon, 


| ] come in time; nor do I go too ſoon. 


With toil of wing I fly from north to ſouth ; 

And never err, but always tell the truth. 

« Merit I claim, for merit 1s my due, 

As all will own my yearly meſſage true. 17 


c 


A 


A+ 
La) 


* 


* 


Theſe iſles I rang'd from May to Midſummer, 
« When Britain knew no wiſe aſtronomer. 

« I never kept my news or ſeaſons back, 

Nor was I led by Kobin's Almenack, 


A 


c 


A 


By rules of law I take my rural flight, 

And all have own'd my juſt predictions right. 2 

Of Winter paſt, of Summer come, I ſing, 
* Without conſulting Moore, or Vincent Ming. 


1 
A 
Lal 


* 


<* Intemp'rate climes and ſeaſons I deteft; 

« A moderate profeſſion is the beſt : 

« I go my conſtant circuit once a year, 

* And ſcorn thoſe airy flights that end in fear. 
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| * 
* Your tranſient friend conſtrues your meaſures hard, 


That men like you from honours are debarr'd.# . 
« Exert your all, defend your common cauſe; 
* And make them ſoar by ſtatuteg rules, and laws. 


A 
La) 


If martial deeds throughout the world muſt fing, 
How you have fought your peers on even wing; 

* Leſt light confound, or pinion fail in air, 

<« Tet me adviſe to place a torver near.” 


DoTH THE EAGLE en UP AT THY COMMAND, AND Mak *S 
HER NEST ON HIGH? SHE DWELLETH AND ABIDETH ON THE 
Rock, UPON THE CRAG OF THE ROCK, AND THE STRONG 
PLACE. FROM THENCE SHE SEEKETH THE PREY. HER Eyes 
BEHOLD AFAR OFF, HER YOUNG ONES ALSO SUCK UP BLOOD; 
AND WHERE THE SLAIN ARE, THERE 8 SHE. 

JOB, xxxix. 27, 28, 29, 30. 


THE 


LIBERTY, SAFETY, 
AND 


FOOD OF THE SAINT. * 


Wirr thou preſume to hold Jenovan's hand, 

And make the Eagle mount at thy commands? 
Wilt thou preſcribe her ſecret place of reſt, 

And fix the ſpot where ſhe muſt build her neſt; 


* 


She makes the ſtable rock her reſidence, 
And always takes her diſtant views from 
Here ſhe abides in ſafety night and day; 
And 'tis from hence ſhe's led to ſeek her prey. ,, 


Py Eternal | 
„ 


* 


nce. 


4 Erernal ele ®{cape her eyes; 
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| # oz 


She often peers above the azure ſkies; | 
Azd feeds her young with rich andgheav' oly food, | 
Ass taught in time to prize toning blood. 


She ſoars above the rattling of the ſpear ; 
No Owl or Bat the object of her fear. 

From Satan's hold ſhe's wiſely taught to flee, 
But find a flaughter'd Saviour there is thee. 


— 


LY 


THE 


REVENGEFUL ALIS r. 


F ORT H came the Bittern, bruſhing thro' the throng, J. 
And learnedly debates of right and 3 wrong. 2 
His looks proclaim the warm conſpirator, 
And he will prove the juſtice of the war 


Shall Eagles riſe, and leave us in the lurch, 

© Who neither guard the wood nor range the church? 
© While others, faithful to their legal charge, 

4 Proclaim their merit to the world at large? bl. 


ee Defy their talons, and their warlike beak; 
With force of arms a juſt revenge we ſeek.— 
« Ariſe, ye pow'rs! revoke the fatal doom; 
1 Nor reſt contented to be cag'd at Rome. 


« In neryous rains, on meaſures deep concert; 
Lt eagh his wiſeſt counſels now impart: 
«© What arms to uſe, what harneſs to put on; 


"66 And how to fly the realms of Babylon.” 
"* „ | Tazux 


AM 


1 . AND 1 RIDDLF, „ 
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CANDID PROFESSOR) 


OF, THE 


HYPOCRITE. AND HIS CHARMS, 


CO 


«& 
Acain theſe reſtleſs tribes aſſume their ſeat, =. | 
Where Fancy ſets the Eagles at their feet. 1 | 
The Vulture 1 with more than common air, 
The myſtic path the Eagles fly in air. 


"; pu « My friends,” faith he, my beſt advice is this— 
« We'll try them both, and both will hardly miſs; 

c Proclaim a ſtatute, ſign'd by Bats and Owls, . 
And bound their lofty flight by Candour's rules. 


« With veils and yokes impede their airy way, 
« And theſe will ſoon obſcure the realms of day: 
« Preſcribe their bounds, and how their path to e 
ce And line the track that they ſhall go in air. 


This my advice, this method, 1'd purſue; 
« And try, for once, what force of law can do: 1 

* And, if ſubmiſſivo to the legal yo xe, 
« This Babel-cage 1 is nothing but a Joke. 


1 


4. 


« Atrempt to prove their lawleſs, — flight: WS. 
« With ſhew of lenity we'll blind the cjg light: 'X 
« Tis beſt to uſe the art of Candour s charms; - ... Þ 
te If that's in vain, then try the force of arms. „ » i 
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« And drive the tow ring fliers from the rock. 
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The Eagles 8 of the court, 
And made their fruitleſs ſchemes their daily ſport; 
Maintain d their freedom, and their lofty flight, 
And fled beyond the regions of the night. 


In vain the Bats, in vain the crafty Owls, 
To ſteer a bird of flight by Candour's rules: 
Eagles are free to fly, to mount, to climb; 


ba Nor can they be confin'd by twigs of- lime, 


They mount aloft, to meet the riſing ſun; 
And fly as ſwift as foes in thought can run: 
No legal yoke impedes their airy way; 


The Saviour's yoke 1s full as light as they. 


| THE 
CANDID HYPOCRITE d 1 


AND 


TY ROMAN CHARITY IN ARMS. 


Ar this the Vulture ſcorns the uſe of charms, 
And loudly. calls the rebel hoſts to arms. 


ce Since lenity and candour don't prevail, 


ec Well try the force of arms, that ſeldom fail, 


« As Ra terms meet with contemptuous ſlight, 
© They next ſhall feel the force of paper kite. 


«& We'll ſtory their fortreſs with repeated ſhock, 
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Our Kites mall riſe as lofty as the lark, 
And fly in numbers, till the heavens are dark; 
«® Becloud their regions till they cannot ſee, 

* And make them all as dark and blind as we. 


. 'Theſt ſtubborn foes ſhall know our utmoſt ſkill, 
And feel the force of an immortal quill. 3 


« Let wiſdom teach, and meaſure line and firing, | 
* To reach a bird fo {kill'd to ſteer the wing.” 


of * % 


EAGLES ave-aaiis. Koa 


STORMED WITH 


A SH@WER OP PAMPHLETS, 


Tum envied foes they needs muſt diſpoſſefe, 
| Who ſend ſuch weighty metal from the preſs: 
From two to four, from four to fixpence, each; 
But ſtill their foes appear'd beyond their reach. 


| When, weary'd out with Satan's ſpells and charms, 
They all equip with force of paper arms; 
Their baſe rebellion, now maturely ripe, 


Is all dich d from off the printer's type. 


Women 


* | 


* 


* 


On heavenly love, the pinions of the mind, e 
They face the rays which ſtrike a rebel blind. 
THE END. 
: ; — N 5 


In vain they war, in vain they uſe the line; 


o an , * at _ Y * 
N ** 4 . . 1 2 * * S 
Is \ F + , 
9 * . £ 5 it 4 
* * * 
% 23 8 7 © 1 * 8 
— oa * = +7 ww 
N > C : Jo +. " 4 
3 - 0% > a ec m 7 4 - * 
— bo * 1 * N 7 
. . , 
* . £ 
% 9 — < 1 
= = 4 1 = = 
Ts * 
o 
„ 
\. 
Lu : of 


A RULE AND A RIDDLE, &cc. 


Women combine to deck with rail and wing, 
And carnal unite to hold the ſtring. 


An Eagle flies beyond a ſkain of twine. 


Up mount the peers, and quit the rural wood, 1 
And ſteer a path no Vulture underſtood: 


